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How to use the Asbestos Product Guide 
The Asbestos Product Guide (the Guide) has been developed by ASSEA to provide a visual 

reference for various types of asbestos containing materials (ACMs) that can still be found in 

Australia. The guide contains information and images about ACMs in both residential and industrial 

settings.  

This document provides guidance on how to: 

• navigate the home page 

• understand the structure of the Guide 

• search for products 

• view the information pages 

• access embedded links 

• understanding product brand names in the Guide. 

Accessing the Guide 

The Guide can be accessed here. 

Home page 

The home page displays information about the Guide, with links to: 

• categories of products and images 

• attribution information about the images used in the Guide 

• information about how asbestos products in Australia are ageing and becoming 

increasingly hazardous 

• a brief history of asbestos product manufacturing in Australia, including manufacturers and 

brands, what they made and how they were used.    

How the Guide is structured 

The Guide is tiered into categories, each with specific product information pages. The first and 

largest information holding: Building structures & components, also contains related  

sub-categories that will lead you to the relevant product information pages.  

The other five categories will display the final tier of thumbnails for information pages. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.products.asbestossafety.gov.au/
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Searching for product 

There are multiple ways that you can search for products in the Guide.   

1. Thumbnail search 

The Guide has six principal categories covering asbestos products in Australia. Each is colour 

coded, which remains consistent throughout the category of information.  

Each category can be accessed by clicking on one of the main thumbnail images on the home 

page that you want to search. 

 

 

2. Text category search 

Categories are also accessible by clicking on one of the text links at the top of the home page, 

 

 

 

 

 

Once you are in the category, click on the relevant sub-category, or if no sub category, click on the 

desired product information page thumbnail. 

 

Note: Clicking on the Guide’s logo, at top left, will return 
you to the Home page from wherever you are in the Guide. 
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3. Key word search 

If you know what the product description is, you can use the search field on the home page to type 

in your key words.  

For example, type in the desired key words, or partial words. Then, with your cursor still in the 

search field, hit the Enter key. 

  

The results provided for a key word search are based on wherever those words are recorded in 

the Guide. This will capture headings, image labels and text within an information page.   
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A nil-result on your key word search will be indicated.  

For example, a search for the word: ’nothing’ 
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Information pages 

The product information page will display a range of details. The same categories are addressed 

for each product, where known, throughout the Guide.  Some information pages will display more 

images than others, and some will display more technical information than others.  
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Viewing the images separately 

Each image is interactive, to enable a closer view of the product. Click on an image and it will 

display in isolation.  

 

 

 

 

 

Using the left and right arrow buttons allows you to scroll through the separate images on the 

information page. 

To enlarge an image, double click on the image or the magnifier in the top right.  

 

You can then click and drag on the image to move it around and view any particular part of that 

image.  

To close the image and return to the information page, hit the escape key, or click on the close 

button next to the magnifier. 
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You can exit to one of the previous tiers using the breadcrumb trail above the information page 

heading.  

 

Embedded links 

Some information pages have links to other information pages with related information, that may 

be of use to your search. This is indicated by the hyperlinked blue coloured text. 

 

Scenario: Located a brand name on a structural item but are unsure if it 

is ACM? 

The brand names in the Guide can be used a source of information to assist in identifying whether 

a brand stamp you may have found on a product suggests it might contain asbestos.   
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Using the Home page key word search, type in the brand word, or partial word. 

 

In this case, two information pages match the search.  

 

The first occurs within one of the images – Brand: ZELEMITE 
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The second occurs within the listed brand names on the information page. 

 

  

Do not solely rely on the Guide as confirmation of asbestos content at a site.  

The brand names of some ACM products originally released into the Australian market were 

retained by the manufacturers after they stopped using asbestos and introduced cellulose or  

other non-asbestos raw materials into their production. For example, Hardiflex and Villaboard.    

The Guide is designed to assist, not replace, professional identification of ACMs through sampling 

and testing. An asbestos professional needs to be consulted to confirm the presence of asbestos. 

For assistance, refer to: www.asbestossafety.gov.au/find-out-about-asbestos 

 

 

 

http://www.asbestossafety.gov.au/find-out-about-asbestos

