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INTRODUCTION

2016-17 w
as the second full year of the 

im
plem

entation of the National Strategic Plan for 
Asbestos M

anagem
ent and Aw

areness 2014-18. I am
 

pleased to report that significant w
ork continues to 

be undertaken across Australia by all governm
ents 

contributing to the deliverables and outcom
es of 

the plan. Total activities reported to the agency have 
increased by 25 per cent since last. This show

s that the 
transparent and coordinated approach taken by all 
governm

ents has had a positive im
pact as they w

ork 
tow

ards the elim
ination of asbestos-related diseases 

in Australia.

Overall, the report shows that we 
are achieving im

pact through greater 
coordination. Supporting evidence 
suggests we are seeing m

ore asbestos 
rem

oved and disposed of than in 
previous years, but it is too soon to 
identify significant behavioural change 
in the general population regarding 
asbestos risks. 

W
hen looking through each of the strategies, not only 

does the w
ork tow

ards the elim
ination of asbestos-

related diseases appear to be increasing, there is also 
an increasing trend in the com

pletion of reported 
activities. M

uch of the w
ork in the plan has seen 

significant progress, but it w
ill require continued effort 

beyond 2018, due to the extent and com
plexity of 

Australia’s asbestos legacy. W
ork continues under each 

of the six strategies of the plan w
ith m

ost of the effort 
being directed tow

ards the first four strategies. State 
and territory governm

ents continue to place a strong 
continuing focus on increasing asbestos aw

areness, 
w

ith new
 initiatives in 2016-17 designed to better target 

do-it-yourself (D
IY) hom

e renovators, such as:

 
 new

 factsheets and inform
ation for tenants and 

frequently-asked-questions (FAQ
s) for contractors 

and tenants for W
A householders 

 
 a checklist for hom

eow
ners, farm

ers and  
tradespeople in N

SW
 w

hich have been published 
on w

w
w

.asbestosaw
areness.com

.au

 
 an integrated public asbestos safety cam

paign in 
Tasm

ania including television advertisem
ents for 

D
IY renovators. 

All jurisdictions have w
orked together to coordinate 

national efforts to reduce the risk of im
ported m

aterials. 
Sharing inform

ation and know
ledge allow

s for quick 
and uniform

 responses w
hen im

ported m
aterials are 

identified and have been found to have crossed state/
territory borders. 

D
uring 2016–17, the Asbestos Safety and Eradication 

Agency (ASEA) continued to prom
ote the developm

ent 
of targeted national research to support the 
im

plem
entation of outcom

es in the N
ational Strategic 

Plan, including: 

 
 w

orking w
ith industry to develop a consistent m

odel 
for asbestos aw

areness training for the utilities sector

 
 review

ing national disaster planning and practices to 
reduce risk of exposure to asbestos follow

ing disaster 
events

 
 researching stabilisation and containm

ent practices 
to assist in the m

anagem
ent of in situ asbestos  

 
 reporting on the risks of asbestos in rem

ote Australia 
and highlighting positive asbestos m

anagem
ent 

practices in rem
ote indigenous com

m
unities that 

can be built upon. 

The success of the agency’s coordination and reporting 
activities requires the continued support and effort 
of our stakeholders. The support of the Asbestos 
Safety and Eradication Council has been invaluable, 
as this represents a tripartite approach to asbestos 
m

anagem
ent and aw

areness. The agency is also 
supported by expert advice from

 the Technical Research 
Advisory Com

m
ittee, the Building, Construction and 

D
em

olition Sectors Com
m

ittee, the Asbestos W
aste 

W
orking G

roup, the Asbestos Com
m

unications W
orking 

G
roup and the Asbestos Support G

roup N
etw

ork. The 

advice and guidance provided by our stakeholders 
ensures that governm

ents are w
orking in collaboration 

w
ith social partners and independent experts as w

e 
grapple w

ith the im
pact of the asbestos legacy across 

Australia and identify practical solutions. 

Looking tow
ards the future, it is im

portant that efforts to 
raise aw

areness of the presence and dangers of asbestos 
in the Australian built environm

ent continue. This w
ill 

rem
ain a priority, w

ith corporate engagem
ent activities 

and partnerships planned to broaden the reach of our 
key m

essages and research findings. 

In 2017-18 the agency w
ill continue to focus on 

finalisation of the current phase of our research and 
evidence program

. This w
ill inform

 future directions 
of our national approach, and w

e w
ill seek to provide 

evidence and inform
ation that w

ill inform
 consultation 

on the next phase of the plan.

I look forw
ard to w

orking w
ith all governm

ents on the 
developm

ent of the next phase of the N
ational Strategic 

Plan and seeing our collective im
portant w

ork continue. 

Peter Tighe 
Chief Executive O

fficer  
A

sbestos Safety and Eradication Agency
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PROGRESS REPORT 

It is m
y pleasure to provide this report on behalf of 

the Asbestos Safety and Eradication Council. I w
ould 

like to acknow
ledge the hard w

ork of m
y predecessor 

M
r G

eoff Fary and thank form
er councillors for their 

guidance of the agency over the past three years. 

I am
 pleased to note that this progress report highlights 

significant w
ork being undertaken nationally.

It is clear that all governm
ents 

are com
m

itted to progressing the 
outcom

es and deliverables of the 
National Strategic Plan for Asbestos 
M

anagem
ent and Awareness 2014–18 .

The dangers of asbestos are ever-present in the 
Australian environm

ent. Continuing to ensure national 
focus on these dangers is an im

portant task. M
uch 

has been achieved since the N
ational Strategic Plan 

w
as endorsed nationally, but the ultim

ate goal of 
elim

inating asbestos-related disease in Australia 
requires continuing effort and focus. 

The progress report confirm
s that there is increased 

transparency on governm
ent action to prevent 

asbestos-related disease. This transparency increases 
the opportunities for inform

ation sharing and 
partnering across governm

ents to identify how
 best to 

respond to our aging asbestos legacy. Reports to ASEA 
show

 151 separate activities contributing tow
ards the 

deliverables and outcom
es of the plan w

ith 51 activities 
com

pleted in the 2016-17 reporting period. 

Evidence is an im
portant cornerstone in inform

ing 
prevention policies now

 and into the future, and 
there is still m

uch w
e do not yet know

. Council w
as 

particularly im
pressed by the com

m
itm

ent in the ACT, 
w

here the results of a tw
o year study found that m

en 
w

ho lived in a M
r Fluffy hom

e have a 2.5 tim
es greater 

chance of contracting m
esotheliom

a than those w
ho 

have not. Interestingly there w
ere no observable 

differences for w
om

en. 1

The efforts by the Tasm
anian governm

ent, w
ith 

support from
 ASEA, to raise aw

areness of asbestos 
risks w

ith an integrated cam
paign show

ed that there 
is a large appetite for know

ledge in the D
IY sector. I 

encourage m
ore states to consider investing in D

IY 

asbestos aw
areness and prevention cam

paigns. ASEA 
has com

m
enced a national w

orking group on asbestos 
com

m
unications that w

ill support the developm
ent of 

consistent m
essages. This is particularly im

portant, as a 
single voice from

 all jurisdictions w
ill help the asbestos 

prevention m
essage be heard. 

W
e need to rem

ain vigilant to the risks of im
ported 

products containing asbestos. There has been an 
increased focus on this issue during 2016-17, and the 
w

orkload of the H
eads of W

orkplace Safety Authorities 
(H

W
SA) Im

ported M
aterials Containing Asbestos 

W
orking G

roup and Asbestos Interdepartm
ental 

Com
m

ittee (ID
C) has increased during this year as m

ore 
asbestos-containing products have been identified. W

e 
have also seen m

ore applications for perm
its to im

port 
asbestos containing m

aterials for the purposes of 
research, analysis or display. M

ore requests for perm
its 

show
 that business is becom

ing m
ore aw

are of this 
risk and are m

aking efforts to ensure their products are 
asbestos free. 

The case studies provided for this progress report are 
particularly im

portant, as each show
 how

 governm
ents 

are addressing particular challenges. From
 large scale 

identification and rem
oval program

s, to com
m

unity 
aw

areness activities, all are useful in understanding 
both the com

plexity of our asbestos legacy and 
prom

ising solutions across governm
ent. 

W
ork on the evaluation of the current N

ational Strategic 
Plan is underw

ay. This progress report provides a 
detailed outline of the progress reported against 
deliverables and outcom

es. The Council encourages 
ASEA to consider how

 to increase the m
easurem

ent 
and outcom

es reporting for the N
ational Strategic Plan 

in order to best dem
onstrate how

 w
e are progressing 

tow
ards our ultim

ate aim
, w

hich is to elim
inate 

asbestos-related disease in Australia.

D
iane Sm

ith-G
ander 

Chair 
Asbestos Safety and Eradication Council

1 See ACT Asbestos Health Study on page 68 of this report

Progress report by the Chair of Asbestos Safety and  
Eradication Council
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ABOUT THIS REPORT
SECTION 1 – COORDINATION

This section details the nationally 
coordinated approach for asbestos in 
Australia. The activities are reported 
against each deliverable and outcom

e 
of the National Strategic Plan. 
Increasing coordination and sharing of 
inform

ation supports an environm
ent 

w
here governm

ents, businesses and 
individuals have access to evidence-
based inform

ation to im
prove the 

m
anagem

ent of risks and contribute to 
elim

inating asbestos-related diseases. 
The Asbestos Safety and Eradication 
Agency (ASEA) has provided an 
assessm

ent for the plan and each of 
the individual strategies to highlight 
the progress that has been achieved in 
2016-17.

The Australian G
overnm

ent M
inister for Em

ploym
ent 

launched The National Strategic Plan for Asbestos 
M

anagem
ent and Aw

areness 2014-18
2 on 28 August 2015 

follow
ing a m

eeting of state and territory m
inisters. It 

is the first tim
e a plan of its type has been endorsed by 

state, territory and Australian governm
ents.

The plan provides a fram
ew

ork w
ithin w

hich states and 
territories w

ork cooperatively and independently to 
achieve set objectives. 

ASEA adm
inisters the N

ational Strategic Plan by 
coordinating the activities, research and consultation that 
are undertaken in line w

ith the plan and asbestos issues 
nationally across public health, environm

ent and w
ork 

health and safety.

ASEA’s coordination of the N
ational Strategic Plan is 

achieved by w
orking w

ith the Asbestos Safety and 
Eradication Council under a tripartite fram

ew
ork w

orking 
w

ith: all levels of governm
ent; em

ployer and em
ployee 

representatives; and w
ith the support of independent 

experts. In 2016-17, this included collaborating w
ith state 

and territory governm
ents to produce quarterly reports, 

and six council m
eetings w

here progress w
as review

ed 
and national asbestos issues w

ere discussed. 

The evaluation fram
ew

ork for the N
ational Strategic 

Plan highlights how
 the short term

 m
easures of greater 

national coordination and sharing of inform
ation w

ill 
contribute to the plan’s long term

 aim
 of elim

inating 
asbestos-related disease in Australia. The evaluation 
fram

ew
ork in Figure 1 highlights the im

portance of 
fostering greater collaboration and inform

ation sharing 
about asbestos risks and practical solutions in order to 
im

prove asbestos aw
areness, encourage safe behaviours 

and reduce high risk asbestos in the built environm
ent.

Coordination of the National Strategic Plan
Asbestos Safety and Eradication Agency and the National Strategic 
Plan for Asbestos M

anagem
ent and Awareness 2014-18 

The Asbestos Safety and Eradication Agency (ASEA) 
w

as established 1 July 2013 as a statutory authority 
that provides a national focus on asbestos issues. Part 
of the agency’s function is to encourage, coordinate, 
m

onitor and report on the im
plem

entation of the 
N

ational Strategic Plan for Asbestos M
anagem

ent and 
Aw

areness (the plan).

The plan is a long-term
 strategy for achieving significant 

progress in six areas related to current asbestos issues 
in Australia; aw

areness, best practice, identification, 
rem

oval, research, international leadership. These six 
strategies contain deliverables and outcom

es that all 
governm

ents are w
orking together to achieve.

This second annual progress report follow
s the sam

e 
principle as the inaugural progress report and outlines 
the w

ork that has been reported by state, territory and 
Australian G

overnm
ent agencies throughout 2016-17 

w
hich contribute to the six strategies of the N

ational 
Strategic Plan.

The report is presented in three sections. The first 
section is an outline of the coordination of the N

ational 
Strategic Plan, including a progress assessm

ent for 2016-
17. The second section presents supporting evidence 
and data, and the last section presents case studies. 

There is no single source of evidence for m
easuring 

Australia’s progress in the elim
ination of asbestos-

related disease. The inform
ation in this report is based 

on activities, data and case studies provided by state, 
territory and Australian G

overnm
ent agencies w

ith a 
role in m

anaging asbestos risks, and significantly show
s 

how
 all governm

ents in Australia are w
orking tow

ards 
the elim

ination of asbestos-related disease. 

By providing the inform
ation in this form

at, an overall 
point-in-tim

e picture of efforts to elim
inate asbestos-

related risk in Australia is developed. This highlights that 
there is an increasing trend in w

ork being delivered, but 
it is difficult to dem

onstrate the im
pact.

2  For m
ore inform

ation about the N
ational Strategic Plan, see 

w
w

w
.asbestossafety.gov.au/national-strategic-plan .  

A sum
m

ary of the strategies and outcom
es of the plan is at 

page 74 of this report.
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Figure 1: Logic m
odel illustrating how

 coordination of the N
ational Strategic Plan contributes to prevention of 

asbestos related diseases 
In addition to working with the state and 
territory governm

ents and the Asbestos 
Safety and Eradication Council, key 
highlights of coordination activities in  
2016-17 were: 

Building, Construction and Dem
olition 

Sectors Com
m

ittee
The Building Construction and D

em
olition Sectors 

Com
m

ittee (BCD
S) is the agency’s prim

ary industry 
consultation forum

, and includes em
ployer and 

em
ployee representatives from

 industries im
pacted 

by Australia’s asbestos legacy, such as plum
bing, 

electricians, asbestos rem
ovalists and the building and 

construction industry. The BCD
S m

et five tim
es during 

2016-17, and contributed to:

 
 ASEA’s Annual O

perational Plan 

 
 safety inform

ation for the rem
oval of <10m

² asbestos 

 
 asbestos aw

areness inform
ation for electricians. 

Technical Research Advisory Com
m

ittee
The agency has a Technical Research Advisory Com

m
ittee 

(TRAC), m
ade up of experts in health, epidem

iology, w
ork 

health and safety and econom
ic analysis. The com

m
ittee 

m
et three tim

es during 2016-17. Key activities included: 

 
revision of ASEA’s research governance 

 
 form

ulation of direction for research projects on 
exposure during D

IY renovation activities

 
 advice and guidance on Australia’s N

ational Asbestos 
Profile and the Econom

ic and Social Im
pact of 

Asbestos in Australia projects.

Asbestos Support Groups Network
The Asbestos Support G

roups N
etw

ork (ASG
N

) is m
ade 

up of not-for-profit advocacy and support groups for 
people w

ith asbestos-related diseases in Australia. The 
ASG

N
 w

orks cooperatively w
ith the agency and ASEC 

to support the N
ational Strategic Plan. The group m

et 
five tim

es during 2016-17 to share ideas and form
ed a 

sub-group to discuss a nationally branded aw
areness 

cam
paign to be run during N

ational Asbestos Aw
areness 

W
eek 2017. 

Asbestos Com
m

unications  
W

orking Group
In 2017, ASEA form

ed an Asbestos Com
m

unications 
W

orking G
roup (ACW

G), bringing together 
com

m
unications specialists from

 the state and territory 
w

orkplace health and safety regulators, Safe W
ork 

Australia and the Com
m

onw
ealth D

epartm
ent of 

H
ealth. The group supports effective collaboration and 

inform
ation sharing betw

een the state and territory 
m

em
bers regarding asbestos aw

areness cam
paigns 

occurring in their jurisdictions.

Asbestos W
aste W

orking Group
The Asbestos W

aste W
orking G

roup (AW
W

G) is 
com

prised of state and territory environm
ental 

regulators, and the Australian G
overnm

ent D
epartm

ent 
of the Environm

ent and Energy. The group has been 
convened to identify best practice for transport, storage 
and disposal of asbestos containing m

aterials (ACM
s), in 

line w
ith deliverable 2.4 of the N

ational Strategic Plan:

Identify and prom
ote best practice transport, storage and 

disposal practices, including support for - 

 
 initiatives to encourage safe storage and disposal at 
licensed facilities

 
 initiatives for the reporting of illegal disposal sites.

Heads of W
orkplace Safety Authorities 

Im
ported M

aterials with Asbestos 
W

orking Group 
The H

eads of W
orkplace Safety Authorities (H

W
SA) 

Im
ported M

aterials w
ith Asbestos W

orking G
roup 

enables governm
ent agencies to w

ork cooperatively and 
efficiently across jurisdiction and portfolio lines w

hen 
products have been identified as containing asbestos 
and there is concern such products m

ay cross or have 
crossed state borders. The w

orking group has review
ed 

a variety of potential im
portation of asbestos containing 

m
aterial events, and contributed to the dissem

ination of 
three safety alerts (w

hich is consistent w
ith 2015-16). In 

2016-17 the w
orking group m

et 15 tim
es. 

The agency program
 m

odel dem
onstrating the contribution of short-term

 outcom
es to the elim

ination  
of asbestos-related disease in Australia:

Source: N
ational Strategic Plan evaluation fram

ew
ork (2015) 

Identification
Rem

oval
Research

International
leadership

Other
inluences

Econom
ic

M
edical

Technical
Legislation
Funds for
rem

oval

Best practice
Aw

areness

Australia is free of asbestos-related disease

Reduced exposure to airborne asbestos fibres

All Australian governm
ents endorse National Strategic Plan

Im
proved approaches to address the risk of asbestos are developed and shared

Suitable m
echanism

s & opportunities for coordination & sharing inform
ation

Inform
ation on scope of problem

Long-term
 outcom

es - 
contribution to overarching aim

s

Feedback

M
edium

-term
 

outcom
es

Short-term
 

outcom
es

Im
plem

entation

Establishm
ent

All Australians are aw
are

of risks and behave safely
Reduced high risk ACM

s
in the built environm

ent

NSW
Vic

Qld
W

A
SA

Tas
NT

ACT
Global
ban

State and territory asbestos m
anagem

ent plans im
plem

ented

Greater national coordination and sharing of inform
ation

Im
proved approaches available and used
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2016–17 PROGRESS ASSESSM
ENT 

NATIONAL STRATEGIC PLAN PROGRESS ASSESSM
ENT  

The National Strategic Plan provides 
a fram

ework for governm
ents to work 

together. A rise in the num
ber of activities 

reported for 2016-17 show
s increased 

focus across Australia on asbestos 
m

anagem
ent and awareness is taking 

place. In an environm
ent that is com

plex, 
has m

any different stakeholders and no 
single point of m

easurem
ent, sharing of 

inform
ation and increasing coordination 

dem
onstrates national cooperation and 

consistency to work towards elim
inating 

asbestos-related diseases. This supports 
continual im

provem
ent in prevention 

efforts and the sharing of best practice 
evidence, w

hich ultim
ately contributes to 

reducing the risk of asbestos exposure.

Progress m
ade in 2016-17

Total activities 
2015-16: 

121 
2016-17: 

151 
Increase of: 

25%

Activities com
pleted 

2015-16: 
50 

2016-17: 
51 

Stable 

Total activities reported to the agency supporting the N
ational 

Strategic Plan have increased from
 121 in 2015-16 to 151 in 

2016-17, show
ing an increase of 25 per cent. W

hen review
ing the 

trend for the last tw
elve m

onths, the overall num
ber of activities 

being reported and shared across jurisdictions continues to rise. 
51 activities w

ere com
pleted in 2016-17, consistent w

ith 2015-16. 
O

verall there has been increased activity by all jurisdictions 
and im

proved reporting against the plan in 2016-17. W
e have 

assigned a progress assessm
ent status of ‘significant progress 

underw
ay’ due to these achievem

ents.  Progress is on track to 
com

plete all of the plan’s deliverables by 2018, and there are no 
deliverables that have been assessed as at risk. 

Type of activity in 2016-17 by strategy 
 

Aw
areness 18%

 
 

Best Practice 29%
 

 
Identification 20%

 
 

Rem
oval 21%

 
 

Research 8%
 

 
International Leadership 4%

The m
ajority of activities are directed to the first four strategies 

of the plan w
hich is consistent w

ith 2015-16.

Outlook for 2017-18
Fifty-eight activities w

ere reported as ongoing, 
or w

ithout an end date and 68 per cent of 
all current activities w

ill continue in to 2017-
18 as they are either ongoing or in progress. 
Com

pletion of a significant num
ber of 

deliverables does not indicate that the outcom
e 

in the plan is com
plete. The w

ork required to 
elim

inate asbestos-related disease in Australia 
is com

plex and w
ill require continuous effort 

to w
ork tow

ards the outcom
es of the plan’s 

six strategies. In m
any cases, the w

ork started 
under the plan has now

 becom
e business as 

usual. This is m
ost clearly seen in the Aw

areness 
strategy, w

here 78 per cent of all activities are 
reported to continue in to 2017-18. This reflects 
that all governm

ents recognise the need to 
continue focus on raising aw

areness in order to 
w

ork tow
ards the behavioural change needed 

to prevent exposure to asbestos fibres. 

 
Status: Significant progress underway
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140

160
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Figure 2: Trend analysis by quarter over 2016-17 for activities reported under all strategies of the plan
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Progress m
ade in 2016-17

Total activities 
2015-16: 

25 
2016-17: 

27 
Increase of: 

8%

Activities com
pleted 

2015-16: 
11 

2016-17: 
6 

D
ecrease of: 

45%

Achievem
ent of the three deliverables of the aw

areness 
strategy of the plan has been assessed as ‘significant 
progress underw

ay’. Tw
enty-seven aw

areness activities 
w

ere reported in 2016-17 and six w
ere com

pleted. All 
jurisdictions have reported ongoing supplem

entary 
activities show

ing com
m

itm
ent by all governm

ents to 
increasing com

m
unity aw

areness of the risks posed by 
asbestos and its im

pact on the health of the com
m

unity.

D
eliverable 1.1 of the plan, to review

 com
m

unications 
m

aterial w
as assessed as com

plete in 2015-16. This led 
to research in 2016-17 for evidence-based m

aterial for 
a consistent asbestos aw

areness cam
paign w

hich is 
currently in progress. 

W
hile there has been a decrease in com

pleted activities, 
the total num

ber of activities has increased, and there 
is clearer em

phasis on the continued need to raise 
aw

areness and provide advice about asbestos safety. 

AW
ARENESS STRATEGY

 
Status: Significant progress underway

All jurisdictions have increased ongoing inform
ation 

channels for asbestos related issues since 2015-16. 
W

ebsites and dedicated em
ail and telephone advice 

services are identified as key vehicles for im
proving 

aw
areness about asbestos risks. All jurisdictions have been 

increasing the developm
ent of practical, evidence based 

asbestos safety aw
areness m

aterial. This dem
onstrates a 

strong com
m

itm
ent to the aw

areness deliverable.

A highlight of aw
areness strategy activity is ‘Betty’, a 

portable m
odel house displaying w

here asbestos can 
be found in the hom

e w
hich has continued to travel 

extensively in 2016-17 and is featured in the case study 
section of this report on page 52.

Outlook for 2017-18
O

ngoing activities 
2015-16: 

14 
2016-17: 

16 
Increase of: 

15%
 

Seventy-eight per cent of all current aw
areness 

activities w
ill continue in to 2017-18 as they are either 

ongoing or in progress. This show
s that previously 

reported w
ork is now

 considered ‘business-as-usual’ 
by governm

ent, and that all jurisdictions show
 strong 

com
m

itm
ent to w

orking tow
ards dem

onstrated 
cultural and behavioural change as a result of im

proved 
understanding about asbestos safety.

NSP 1 – AW
ARENESS

GOAL: Increased public awareness of the health risks posed by working with or being 
exposed to asbestos

D
eliverable

Assessm
ent

D1.1 Review
 of aw

areness raising inform
ation, program

m
es and cam

paigns in Australia and 
internationally to identify gaps and im

prove aw
areness in the Australian com

m
unity of the 

risks of asbestos in the built environm
ent

Com
plete

D
eliverable com

plete 2015-16

O
1.1  Increased 

com
m

unity 
aw

areness of the 
risks posed by 
asbestos and its 
im

pact on the 
health of the 
com

m
unity

D1.2 D
evelop a ‘one-stop-shop’ of inform

ation on asbestos related issues, integrating 
inform

ation and providing referral points for m
em

bers of the public

Significant 
progress 
underw

ay

Jurisdiction
Activity

Activity status
O

utcom
e

All 
jurisdictions

W
ebsites - respective jurisdiction and Com

m
onw

ealth 
asbestos w

ebsites, A
sbestos Safety and Eradication 

Agency w
ebsite: public w

ebsites
O

ngoing

O
1.2 Im

proved 
access to 
inform

ation 
for those w

ho 
w

ork and live 
w

ith asbestos, 
including 
w

here and 
w

hen to source 
inform

ation and 
advice

SA
H

elp centre for the general public:  call centre to provide 
inform

ation and advice on asbestos
O

ngoing

W
A

Inform
ation and advice for the general public: em

ail, 
telephone and w

eb advice to the public, W
orksafe w

ebsite 
- com

m
unication m

aterials developed
O

ngoing

N
SW

1800 A
sbestos enquiry line: central enquiry line for all 

N
SW

 asbestos enquiries
O

ngoing

N
SW

asbestosaw
areness.com

.au - com
prehensive w

ebsite 
detailing vital inform

ation about the safe m
anagem

ent 
of asbestos, including the developm

ent of an Asbestos 
Products O

nline D
atabase

O
ngoing

TAS
H

elpline for general public: em
ail, telephone and w

eb 
advice to the public providing asbestos inform

ation and 
advice 

O
ngoing

ASEA

N
ational w

ebsite: national online resource portal allow
ing 

the com
m

unity easy access to inform
ation that supports 

greater aw
areness across all portfolios and prom

otes state 
and territory asbestos portals

O
ngoing
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Figure 3: Trend analysis by quarter over 2016-17 for activities reported under the aw
areness strategy of the plan
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D
eliverable

Assessm
ent

D1.3 D
evelop practical, evidence-based asbestos safety aw

areness m
aterial for people likely 

to com
e into contact w

ith ACM
s in a residential setting

Significant 
progress 
underw

ay

Jurisdiction
Activity

Activity status
O

utcom
e

AESA
N

ational asbestos aw
areness cam

paign: research and 
developm

ent to prom
ote outcom

es of asbestos research 
to im

prove asbestos safety 
In progress

O
1.1 Increased 

com
m

unity 
aw

areness of the 
risks posed by 
asbestos and its 
im

pact on the 
health of the 
com

m
unity

N
SW

Aboriginal Com
m

unities Project: pilot of non-friable 
asbestos rem

oval training and an asbestos aw
areness 

cam
paign designed specifically for Aboriginal 

com
m

unities

In progress

N
SW

Safew
ork N

SW
: Fact sheets and Checklists for 

hom
eow

ners, farm
ers and tradies on the Asbestos 

Aw
areness w

ebsite
Com

plete

O
1.3 

D
em

onstrated 
cultural and 
behavioural 
change w

ithin the 
com

m
unity as a 

result of im
proved 

understanding of 
both the health 
risks and exposure 
pathw

ays of 
asbestos in both 
com

m
ercial 

and residential 
environm

ents

Q
LD

Prom
otion of short film

 ‘D
ear D

ad’ w
ith safety 

am
bassador Trevor G

illm
eister: prom

otion of short film
 

to increase com
m

unity aw
areness about asbestos safety 

(D
IY focus)

O
ngoing

Q
LD

Short film
 ‘H

ow
 to use, m

aintain and test H
 Class H

EPA 
vacuum

 cleaners’: developm
ent of film

 to im
prove 

com
pliance of PCBUs perform

ing asbestos related and 
rem

oval w
ork in regard to proper use of H

 Class vacuum
 

cleaners

In progress

TAS
Asbestos at hom

e - inform
ation for hom

e renovators 
booklet: developed in consulation w

ith Asbestos Free 
Tasm

ania Foundation
Com

plete

SA
Com

m
unity and industry inform

ation sessions: 
com

m
unity and targeted industry inform

ation sessions on 
health risks and exposure

O
ngoing

W
A

W
orksafe W

A: D
eveloped industry checklist for asbestos 

rem
oval

In progress

W
A

H
ousing Authority: Asbestos M

anagem
ent Plan, Asbestos 

M
anagem

ent Policy, Fact Sheet/Asbestos inform
ation for 

tenants, FAQ
 for contractors and tenants published on 

w
ebsite

Com
plete

W
A

D
epartm

ent of Com
m

unities: developm
ent of 

guidelines/inform
ation sheets on identification of ACM

, AC 
fences and AC roofs

Com
plete

W
A

Public sem
inars and other presentations: presentations 

and sem
inars delivered to increase aw

areness. Joint 
sem

inars by W
orksafe W

A and the D
epartm

ent of H
ealth 

held in m
etropolitan and regional areas on asbestos 

rem
oval

O
ngoing

W
A

W
A H

ealth: G
uidance N

otes on Asbestos Cem
ent Fences 

and Asbestos Cem
ent Roofs published on D

epartm
ent 

of H
ealth w

ebsite com
pleted and published for use by 

local governm
ent Environm

ental H
ealth O

fficers and the 
general public

Com
plete

NSP 1 – SUPPLEM
ENTARY ACTIVITIES

O
utcom

e

O
1.1 Increased com

m
unity aw

areness of the risks posed by asbestos and its im
pact on the health of the 

com
m

unity

Jurisdiction
Activity

Activity status

All 
jurisdictions

A
sbestos w

eek/m
onth: all jurisdictions support com

m
unity aw

areness and 
education events in N

ovem
ber

O
ngoing

N
SW

N
ational A

sbestos Aw
areness Cam

paign: the Asbestos Education Com
m

ittee 
oversees a com

prehensive cam
paign across Australia to help raise aw

areness 
about the risks of exposure to asbestos during hom

e renovations and 
m

aintenance

O
ngoing

N
SW

Betty - the AD
RI house: a m

obile hom
e that travels throughout Australian 

com
m

unities to display w
here asbestos can be found in and around the 

hom
e and advice on the safe m

anagem
ent of asbestosN

ote: SA G
overnm

ent 
sponsored the Betty 2016 Aw

areness tour in South Australia

O
ngoing

SA
Funding to asbestos victim

 support organisations: SA G
overnm

ent funding to 
Asbestos Victim

s Association and Asbestos D
iseases Society of South Australia

O
ngoing

VIC
W

orksafe VIC: funding to asbestos vicitm
 support organisations: funding to 

G
ARD

S/ACV to provide support and advocacy services
O

ngoing

N
SW

N
aturally occurring asbestos (N

O
A): YouTube video to increase aw

areness 
about naturally occurring asbestos; developm

ent of Fact Sheets/FAQ
s, additional 

m
apping of high risk areas

Com
plete

TAS
A

sbestos aw
areness com

m
unications plan: cam

paign being developed to 
increase com

m
unity aw

areness of the risks posed by asbestos and its im
pact on 

the health of the com
m

unity.
In progress

O
utcom

e

O
1.2 Im

proved access to inform
ation for those w

ho w
ork and live w

ith asbestos, including w
here and w

hen to 
source inform

ation and advice

Jurisdiction
Activity

Activity status

All 
jurisdictions

Safety alerts: consum
er safety alerts

O
ngoing
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Progress m
ade in 2016-17

Total activities 
2015-16: 

25 
2016-17: 

44 
Increase of: 

76%

Activities com
pleted 

2015-16: 
11 

2016-17: 
12 

Stable

Achievem
ent of the four deliverables of the best practice 

strategy of the plan has been assessed as ‘significant 
progress underw

ay’. Forty-four best practice activities 
w

ere reported in 2016-17 and 12 w
ere com

pleted. 
A 76 per cent increase in the num

ber of reported 
best practice activities dem

onstrates the strong 
com

m
itm

ent by all jurisdictions to identify and share 
best practice approaches. The num

ber of com
pleted 

activities is consistent w
ith 2015-16. All jurisdictions 

reported ongoing supplem
entary activities show

ing 
significant ongoing com

m
itm

ent by governm
ents to the 

identification strategy.

SafeW
ork SA has undertaken an initiative to develop an 

online notification portal for asbestos rem
oval licence 

holders to stream
line processes, enhance m

onitoring 

BEST PRACTICE STRATEGY

 
Status: Significant progress underway

capabilities and source asbestos related data to m
onitor 

trends and share inform
ation w

ith other regulatory 
bodies. This best practice activity is highlighted in the 
case study section of this report on page 64.

In 2016-17 ASEA finalised a com
parative study of 

standards and practice across all jurisdictions and 
internationally of efficient and effective approaches to 
asbestos storage, transport and disposal and provided 
recom

m
endations for best practice. Com

pletion of 
this activity signifies com

pletion of deliverable 2.4 to 
identify and prom

ote best practice for asbestos storage, 
transport and disposal.

Outlook for 2017-18
O

ngoing activities 
2015-16: 

14 
2016-17: 

16 
Increase of: 

15%
 

Seventy-three per cent of all current best practice 
activities w

ill continue in to 2017-18 as they are 
either ongoing or in progress. This illustrates broad 
com

m
itm

ent to adopting best practice activities as 
‘business and usual’ across jurisdictions.

NSP 2 – BEST PRACTICE
GOAL: Identify and share best practice in asbestos m

anagem
ent, education, handling, 

storage and disposal

D
eliverable

Assessm
ent

D2.1 Identify opportunities to share best practice for initiatives related to the safe m
anagem

ent of 
asbestos such as licensing, education, training and hom

e renovations w
here ACM

s m
ay be present

Significant 
progress 
underw

ay

Jurisdiction
Activity

Activity status
O

utcom
e

All jurisdictions
Asbestos licensing: licensing of rem

ovalists and assessors, 
including training

O
ngoing

O
2.1 Evidence-

based best 
practice to 
m

inim
ise risks 

in targeted 
areas

ASEA
O

nline videos: developm
ent and prom

otion of case studies 
that identify best practice opportunities in asbestos training, 
m

anagem
ent and rem

oval to targeted audiences
Com

plete

Q
LD

Contact w
ith asbestos rem

oval licence holders to increase 
com

pliance w
ith certain requirem

ents: regulatory com
pliance 

checks delivered to im
prove m

anagem
ent practices

O
ngoing

W
A

Revision of the H
ealth (Asbestos) Regulations 1992: to 

im
prove m

anagem
ent practices in residential sector

In progress

W
A

W
A Local G

overnm
ent Association (W

ALG
A) establish 

preferred supplier panel Environm
ental Consulting 

Services (N
AM

): linking Local G
overnm

ents w
ith com

panies 
able to identify ACM

s in Local G
overnm

ent buildings and 
establish m

anagem
ent plans

Com
plete

W
A

D
epartm

ent of H
ealth and W

orksafe: establishm
ent of 

asbestos regulators interagency group
In progress

N
SW

M
odel Asbestos Policy: adoption of the revised M

odel 
Asbestos Policy 2016 in all N

SW
 Councils

In progress

N
SW

N
aturally occurring asbestos (N

O
A): developm

ent of 
Asbestos M

anagem
ent plan tem

plates: for sm
all business 

ow
ners, developm

ent of a criteria m
atrix for determ

ining 
priorities for further m

apping of N
O

A

In pr ogress

N
SW

Revised Asbestos Blueprint: update to the 2013 guide to 
roles and responsibilities for state and local governm

ent 
operational staff

In progress

TAS
Contact w

ith asbestos rem
oval licence holders to increase  

com
pliance w

ith certain requirem
ents: regulatory com

pliance 
checks delivered to im

prove m
anagem

ent practices
O

ngoing

TAS
Building asbestos registers: Proactive cam

paign to ensure 
currency

In progress

Com
m

onw
ealth

W
H

S Regulations coordination: coordination of the 
am

endm
ents to the W

HS regulations (SafeW
ork Australia)

O
ngoing

VIC
Contact w

ith asbestos rem
oval licence holders to increase 

com
pliance: regulatory com

pliance checks delivered to 
im

prove m
anagem

ent practices
O

ngoing

SA

SafeW
ork SA: developm

ent of an online notification 
portal for asbestos rem

oval licence holders launched to 
stream

line processes, enhance m
onitoring capabilities and 

source asbestos related data to m
onitor trends and share 

inform
ation w

ith other regeulatory bodies

Com
plete
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Figure 4: Trend analysis by quarter over 2016-17 for activities reported under the best practice strategy of the plan
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D
eliverable

Assessm
ent

D
2.2 Identify industry needs and gaps in aw

areness and training for w
orkers w

ho m
ay com

e 
into contact w

ith ACM
s - such as tradespeople - and develop m

odel training options for 
industry adoption

Significant 
progress 
underw

ay

Jurisdiction
Activity

Activity status
O

utcom
e

ASEA
M

odel aw
areness training for utilities sector: developed 

m
odel asbestos aw

areness training w
ith utilities sector 

Com
plete

O
2.2 M

odel 
training for 
w

orkers likely 
to com

e 
into contact 
w

ith ACM
s 

to increase 
com

petency 
and decrease 
risk

ACT
W

orkers to com
plete VET A

sbestos Aw
areness Training: VET 

Asbestos Aw
areness Training com

pleted for w
orkers as defined 

by the Construction O
ccupations Licensing Act 2004 (ACT)

O
ngoing

Q
LD

Increasing aw
areness of m

anufacturers, suppliers, hirers and 
users of high pressure w

ater equipm
ent about the illegality 

and risks of using high pressure w
ater equipm

ent on ACM
s: 

tagged high pressure w
ater cleaners w

ith asbestos w
arnings to 

decrease risk they w
ill be used on ACM

O
ngoing

TAS

A
sbestos aw

areness program
: W

orksafe Tasm
ania sponsorship 

w
ith Asbestos Free Tasm

ania providing asbestos aw
areness 

and skill developm
ent for pre-em

ploym
ent and apprentice 

program
s across all TAFE courses in Tasm

ania

O
ngoing

SA

Contribution to D
oorw

ays2Construction: the 
D

oorw
ays2Construction training program

m
e creates increased 

aw
areness and know

ledge on how
 to m

anage ACM
 for young 

people considering construction as a career

O
ngoing

D
eliverable

Assessm
ent

D
2.3 Review

 disaster planning practices and inform
ation regarding the risks of exposure to 

asbestos to assist in tim
es of em

ergencies and natural disasters

Significant 
progress 
underw

ay

Jurisdiction
Activity

Activity status
O

utcom
e

N
SW

A
sbestos Em

ergency Sub Plan: review
 and test the Asbestos 

Em
ergency Sub Plan to ensure appropriate response levels for 

asbestos incidents
In progress

O
2.3 Australian 

com
m

unities 
are supported 
to m

anage 
asbestos risks 
during natural 
disasters or 
em

ergencies

ASEA
Review

 disaster planning and practice to prevent exposure 
to asbestos fibres: Evidence based recom

m
endations

Com
plete

SA
Review

 of hazardous w
aste m

anagem
ent policies and 

processes: SA EPA undergoing internal review
 to feed in to 

State Em
ergency planning policies

In progress

W
A

W
A H

ealth: U
pdated guide for H

ealth O
fficers in understanding 

and taking appropriate risk m
anagem

ent action on incidents/
em

ergencies involving asbestos-containing m
aterials

Com
plete

NSP 2 – SUPPLEM
ENTARY ACTIVITIES

O
utcom

e

O
2.1 Evidence-based best practice to m

inim
ise risks in targeted areas

Jurisdiction
Activity

Activity status

All jurisdictions
State-w

ide approach to asbestos m
anagem

ent: state-w
ide asbestos plans and 

strategies prom
ote reduction in risks posed by asbestos

O
ngoing

Com
m

onw
ealth

A
sbestos Verification Program

m
e: Com

care asbestos verification program
m

e for 
N

BN
 roll out

O
ngoing

N
SW

H
ACA: Re-assessm

ent and testing of potential asbestos disposal legacy sites
In progress

VIC
N

ew
 Legislation: new

 O
ccupational H

ealth and Safety Regulations 2017 enacted 
encom

passing asbestos
Com

plete

D
eliverable

Assessm
ent

D2.4 Identify and prom
ote best practice transport, storage and disposal practices, including support for - 

 
initiatives to encourage safe storage and disposal at licensed facilities

 
initiatives for the reporting of illegal disposal sites

Significant 
progress 
underw

ay

Jurisdiction
Activity

Activity status
O

utcom
e

W
A

Research and consultation for national criteria on w
aste m

anagem
ent: 

including asbestos and contam
ination thresholds in m

ixed w
aste

In progress

O
2.4 

Im
proved 

transport, 
storage 
and 
disposal 
practices 
for ACM

ASEA
A

sbestos storage, transport and disposal best practice: com
parative study 

of standards and practice across jurisdictions
Com

plete

N
SW

W
aste Recycling Facilities Verification Program

: capacity building/education 
and com

pliance activities (EPA and SafeW
ork N

SW
)

In progress

N
SW

W
asteLocate: online system

 to m
onitor the transport and m

anagem
ent of w

aste 
tyres and asbestos w

aste in N
SW

 and allow
 inform

ation gathering to better 
target enforcem

ent and com
pliance activities

O
ngoing

N
SW

Research and review
: research to identify m

otivators for peoples behaviour 
regarding w

aste, identify w
ays to m

ake disposal of sm
all quantities of asbestos 

m
ore convenient and custom

er experience m
apping for key stakeholder 

groups. Review
 of asbestos policy and guidelines

In progress

N
T

W
aste tracking: Adoption of w

aste tracking system
 by D

ecem
ber 2017

In progress

N
T

Review
 of Environm

ental Legislation: includes review
 of licensing and fees 

relating to asbestos w
aste. Com

pletion expected 2020
In progress

SA
Proactive interventions on illegal rem

oval, dum
ping and transport of 

asbestos: targeted initiatives to prevent illegal dum
ping

O
ngoing

SA
W

aste transport and storage: targeted com
pliance cam

paign on asbestos 
w

aste transporters utilising unauthorised w
aste depots

In progress

W
A

D
epartm

ent of W
ater and Environm

ent: encourage and facilitate reporting 
of land polution. U

ndertake covert and overt patrols of know
n dum

ping sites, 
cam

era surveillance, investigation and prosecution of illegal dum
ping

O
ngoing

W
A

D
epartm

ent of W
ater and Environm

ent: unm
ixed asbestos not subject to 

landfill levy at m
etropolitan landfills in W

A
O

ngoing

W
A

D
epartm

ent of W
ater and Environm

ent fact sheet: requirem
ents of Environm

ental 
Protection (Controlled W

aste) Regulations 2004 relating to asbestos w
aste

Com
plete

VIC
Illegal W

aste D
isposal Strikeforce Program

: resources and m
andate to 

understand and m
inim

ise the im
pacts of illegal w

aste disposal, including 
asbestos w

aste. Program
 runs until June 2018

In progress

N
SW

Verification program
m

e on the m
anagem

ent of asbestos in w
aste 

facilities: joint verification program
m

e (“U
nder W

raps”) betw
een SafeW

ork 
N

SW
 and EPA N

SW
 on the m

anagem
ent of asbestos in w

aste facilities
Com

plete

VIC

Regulation 12 of the Victorian Environm
ent Protection (Scheduled 

Prem
ises) Regulations (general exem

ption relating to w
aste): am

ended to 
allow

 for tem
porary storage of asbestos w

ithout requiring a w
orks approval 

or licence (under scheduled category A01), subject to conditions

Com
plete

SA
Collaborative arrangem

ent w
ith EPA: M

em
orandum

 of Understanding (M
O

U) 
in place for collaborative arrangem

ents betw
een Safew

ork SA and EPA SA
O

ngoing

SA
N

ew
 legislation: enactm

ent of Local N
uisance and Litter Control Act 2016

Com
plete
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Progress m
ade in 2016-17

Total activities 
2015-16: 

28 
2016-17: 

30 
Increase of: 

8%

Activities com
pleted 

2015-16: 
13 

2016-17: 
13 

Stable

Achievem
ent of all four deliverables of the identification 

strategy of the plan has been assessed as ‘significant 
progress underw

ay’. Thirty identification activities w
ere 

reported in 2016-17 and 13 activities w
ere com

pleted. 
Total activities have increased by eight per cent since 
2015-16 and the num

ber of activities com
pleted is 

stable indicating continued effort across jurisdictions to 
support the identification strategy of the plan.

W
A H

ealth assisted w
ith developm

ent of a residential 
asbestos identification app w

hich w
as launched in  

2016-17. This activity is highlighted in the case study 
section on page 48 of this report.

The Victorian Asbestos Eradication Agency w
as 

established by the Victorian governm
ent in 2016-17 

IDENTIFICATION STRATEGY

 
Status: Significant progress underway

to target and prioritise rem
oval of asbestos across 

governm
ent buildings. A case study on the agency’s 

functions and achievem
ents is on page 54 of this report.

The assessm
ent of deliverable 3.4 has changed 

from
 ‘nearing com

pletion’ in 2015-16 to ‘significant 
progress underw

ay’ in 2016-17. This change is due to 
continued effort in the area identifying that im

proving 
coordinated efforts to identify and respond to the 
im

portation of ACM
s is a perpetual goal, requiring 

ongoing effort each year. 

Outlook for 2017-18
O

ngoing activities 
2015-16:  

13 
2016-17: 

13 
Stable 

Fifty-three per cent of all current identification activities 
w

ill continue in to 2017-18 as they are either ongoing 
or in progress. Consistent effort from

 all jurisdictions 
tow

ards achieving the outcom
es and deliverables of 

the identification strategy w
ill continue in to 2017-18.

NSP 3 – IDENTIFICATION
GOAL: Im

prove the identification and grading of asbestos and sharing of inform
ation 

regarding the location of ACM
s

D
eliverable

Assessm
ent

D
3.1 Review

 current practices w
ith the aim

 of developing: 
 

a m
odel grading system

 for the condition of ACM
s

 
a m

odel fram
ew

ork for the stabilisation and containm
ent of ACM

s in poor condition
 

a m
odel process to identify asbestos contam

inated land

Significant 
progress 
underw

ay

Jurisdiction
Activity

Activity status
O

utcom
e

ASEA

Evidence based best practice - ID
 G

rading of in-situ 
asbestos: researched options to develop evidence based 
guidelines for the visual identification and grading of in-situ 
asbestos

In progress

O
3.1 Evidence-

based m
odel 

for grading 
in-situ asbestos 
is developed

ASEA
Review

 of stabilisation and containm
ent practices for 

in-situ asbestos: to support safe and effective use of 
stabilisation and containm

ent
Com

plete
O

3.2  Im
proved 

stabilisation 
and 
containm

ent 
practices for 
ACM

s in poor 
condition

ACT
Asbestos Rem

oval Taskforce collaboration w
ith industry 

for asbestos m
anagem

ent: asbestos m
anagem

ent plans for 
ACT M

r Fluffy residences
In progress

ASEA
Research to im

prove consistency for in-situ asbestos 
identification and grading to im

prove services 
consistency and quality: research based best practice

Com
plete

O
3.3 Im

proved 
identification 
and 
m

anagem
ent 

of inform
ation 

regarding 
asbestos 
contam

inated 
land

ASEA
A

sbestos contam
inated land review

: including approaches 
to identification, registration and guidance

Com
plete

SA
M

ine site audits: Safew
ork SA conducted m

ine site audits 
of 51 large to sm

all m
ine sites w

ith a focus on asbestos 
identification, registers and m

anagem
ent plans

Com
plete

VIC
A

sbestos registers: designed and im
plem

ented a m
odel for 

an aggregated, w
hole of governm

ent register
Com

plete
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Figure 5: Trend analysis by quarter over 2016-17 for activities reported under the identification strategy of the plan
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24 D

eliverable
Assessm

ent

D
3.2 Review

 building and infrastructure data to estim
ate likely presence of ACM

s
Significant  
progress underw

ay

Jurisdiction
Activity

Activity status
O

utcom
e

VIC
Victorian Asbestos Eradication Agency: established Victorian governm

ent 
agency to target and prioritise rem

oval of asbestos across governm
ent 

buildings
Com

plete

O
3.4 Estim

ated 
total presence of 
ACM

s in the built 
environm

ent is 
available

VIC

D
ata Collection: developed standardised term

inology on the m
aterial 

type, condition and location of ACM
s to ensure consistency in data 

collected as part of the consolidated Victorian Governm
ent Buildings 

Asbestos Register

In progress

Com
m

onw
ealth

A
sbestos m

anagem
ent projects: D

efence asbestos surveys delivered to 
inform

 rem
aining ACM

 in D
epartm

ent of D
efence estate

O
ngoing

D
eliverable

Assessm
ent

D
3.3 Pilot residential ACM

 identification tools and strategies w
ith local governm

ent partners
Significant  
progress underw

ay

Jurisdiction
Activity

Activity status
O

utcom
e

ASEA
Asbestos content reports: review

ed the use of asbestos content reports in  
various jurisdictions to identify consum

er understanding in the residential sector
Com

plete
O

3.5 Im
proved 

practice in the 
residential sector 
to identify and 
m

inim
ise the risk 

of exposure, in 
particular for D

IY 
hom

e renovators

N
SW

H
ouseholders’ Asbestos D

isposal Schem
e: delivered N

SW
 disposal 

schem
e to m

ake it easier to dispose of household ACM
 w

aste - ongoing 
subject to evaluation

Com
plete

W
A

W
orkshops to local governm

ent: Local G
overnm

ent Area w
orkshops 

delivered to support local governm
ent ACM

 m
anagem

ent
O

ngoing

W
A

Identification app: W
A H

ealth assisted w
ith developm

ent of residential 
asbestos identification App and helped advertise the App for use by local 
governm

ent EH
O

s for pilot study.
Com

plete

D
eliverable

Assessm
ent

D
3.4 Support the 2003 ban on the im

portation of ACM
s w

ith im
proved coordinated efforts to identify and 

respond to the im
portation of ACM

s.
Significant  
progress underw

ay

Jurisdiction
Activity

Activity status
O

utcom
e

All jurisdictions
H

W
SA Im

ported M
aterials w

ith Asbestos W
orking G

roup
O

ngoing

O
3.6 Effective 

coordinated 
response w

hen 
ACM

s in im
ported 

m
aterials are 

identified

Com
m

onw
ealth

Factsheets for im
porters: to raise aw

areness and explain the border 
requirem

ents for assurance that goods do not contain asbestos - 
D

epartm
ent of Im

m
igration and Border Protection

Com
plete

Com
m

onw
ealth

Targeted outreach of international suppliers and governm
ents: raise 

aw
areness of Australia’s prohibition on the im

portation of asbestos - 
D

epartm
ent of Im

m
igration and Border Protection

O
ngoing

Com
m

onw
ealth

A
sbestos Im

portation Review
: independent (and internal) review

 of 
D

IBP’s m
anagem

ent of Australia’s asbestos border control
Com

plete

Com
m

onw
ealth

Enhanced risk profiling: to better target goods at risk of containing 
asbestos - D

epartm
ent of Im

m
igration and Border Protection

O
ngoing

ASEA
Identification and prom

otion of strategies to reduce the risk of 
im

ported m
aterial containing asbestos: Industry engagem

ent and 
evaluation to raise aw

areness of im
port risks

O
ngoing

Com
m

onw
ealth

Asbestos Interdepartm
ental Com

m
ittee (ID

C): to provide strategic direction 
to enable effective policy and regulatory coordination across Com

m
onw

ealth 
agencies in m

anaging asbestos issues across the supply chain 
In progress

Com
m

onw
ealth

Intelligence led and targeted testing of consum
er products that 

m
ay cause injury or illness because they contain asbestos: Australian 

Com
petition & Consum

er Com
m

ission consum
er product safety

O
ngoing

NSP 3 – SUPPLEM
ENTARY ACTIVITIES

O
utcom

e

O
3.2 Im

proved stabilisation and containm
ent practices for ACM

s in poor condition

Jurisdiction
Activity

Activity status

All jurisdictions
Com

pliance m
anagem

ent: regulatory com
pliance checks - including 

inspections and audits
O

ngoing

Com
m

onw
ealth

Rem
ediation w

orks: rem
ediation w

orks in D
efence properties, does not involve 

rem
oval w

ork
O

ngoing

VIC
In situ asbestos project - education: project targeting school, kindergarten 
and tertiary sector com

pliance w
ith the O

HS regulations
O

ngoing

O
utcom

e

O
3.3 Im

proved identification and m
anagem

ent of inform
ation regarding asbestos contam

inated land

Jurisdiction
Activity

Activity status

N
SW

A
sbestos Legacy Sites W

orking G
roup: establishm

ent of a cross agency 
W

orking G
roup to determ

ine a coordinated governm
ent response to asbestos 

legacy sites including form
er disposal sites, abandoned properties and 

Aboriginal com
m

unities

O
ngoing

O
utcom

e

O
3.4 Estim

ated total presence of ACM
s in the built environm

ent is available

Jurisdiction
Activity

Activity status

ASEA
W

aste D
ata and Stocks and Flow

 report: produced a w
aste data and stocks and 

flow
 report to inform

 estim
ates of current and future rem

aining ACM
 

Com
plete

O
utcom

e

O
3.5 Im

proved practice in the residential sector to identify and m
inim

ise the risk of exposure, in particular for D
IY 

hom
e renovators

Jurisdiction
Activity

Activity status

ASEA
Guide to the rem

oval of less than 10m
²: developed FAQ

s on the safe rem
oval of 

less than 10m
² of non-friable asbestos

Com
plete

N
T

D
epartm

ent of H
ousing and Com

m
unity D

evelopm
ent: inspection of 

properties built pre 1983 to check for ACM
 to update asbestos database, assess 

condition and determ
ine ongoing m

anagem
ent

In progress

N
SW

Real Estate Industry project: collaborated w
ith real estate industry to inform

 
industry aw

areness of ACM
 risks and W

HS responsibilities
O

n hold
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Progress m
ade in 2016-17

Total activities 
2015-16: 

25 
2016-17: 

32 
Increase of: 

28%

Activities com
pleted 

2015-16: 
9 

2016-17: 
13 

Increase of: 
45%

Achievem
ent of three of the five deliverables of the 

rem
oval strategy of the plan has been assessed as 

‘significant progress underw
ay’. Thirty-tw

o rem
oval 

activities w
ere reported in 2016-17 and 13 activities 

w
ere com

pleted. Total activities have increased by 28 
per cent and com

pleted activities by 45 per cent since 
2015-16 show

ing that m
ore em

phasis is being placed 
on the deliverables of the rem

oval strategy. In addition 
to the rem

oval projects reported in 2015-16 (such 
as loose-fill asbestos rem

oval in N
SW

 and ACT, and 
asbestos rem

oval in Victorian schools), new
 projects 

have com
m

enced such as the W
A H

ealth project to 
investigate rem

oval and replacem
ent of asbestos 

roofs and highlighted in the case study on page 60 
of this report. The increase in significant rem

oval 
activities is also illustrated by the asbestos rem

oval 
notifications and asbestos disposal data in the 
Supporting evidence and data section of this report 
that show

s rising trends across all jurisdictions.

REM
OVAL STRATEGY

 
Status: Significant progress underway

Outlook for 2017-18
O

ngoing activities 
2015-16: 

15 
2016-17: 

13 
Stable

Fifty-nine per cent of all current rem
oval activities 

w
ill continue in to 2017-18 as they are either ongoing 

or in progress. There has been significant progress in 
the rem

oval strategy in 2016-17 w
ith a considerable 

num
ber of rem

oval activities com
pleted and a 

continued focus on the strategy planned for 2017-18. 

ASEA has com
m

enced research and consultation in 
support of deliverable 4.5, w

hich is due to be finalised 
as a priority in 2017-18. The agency w

ill publish a 
report on the future trends for asbestos m

anagem
ent, 

rem
oval, transport and disposal, and focus w

ill also be 
placed on building the business case for safe rem

oval 
in 2017-18.

NSP 4 – REM
OVAL

GOAL: Identify priority areas where ACM
s present a risk, identify the barriers to the safe rem

oval of 
asbestos and review m

anagem
ent rem

oval infrastructure to estim
ate the capacity and rate for the safe 

rem
oval of asbestos

D
eliverable

Assessm
ent

D
4.1 Identify priority areas w

here ACM
s m

ay present a risk due to deterioration for action
Significant  
progress underw

ay

Jurisdiction
Activity

Activity status
O

utcom
e

Com
m

onw
ealth

M
anaging ACM

 risks: D
epartm

ent of Foreign Affairs and Trade - Asbestos 
m

anagem
ent plans - for overseas Com

m
onw

ealth properties
O

ngoing
O

4.1 Priority 
actions identified 
support rem

oval 
of ACM

s in poor 
condition

ASEA
Identifying priority types of asbestos containing m

aterial for rem
oval: 

research and consultation - evidence and inform
ation to identify location and 

support safe rem
oval of asbestos cem

ent pipes and reduce exposure risk
Com

plete

D
eliverable

Assessm
ent

D
4.2 D

evelop and conduct projects in various locations and conditions w
here ACM

s are in poor condition or 
likely to cause risks to ensure rem

oval approaches are effective
Significant  
progress underw

ay

Jurisdiction
Activity

Activity status
O

utcom
e

ASEA
Case studies: case studies of significant rem

oval projects to identify 
different approaches and dem

onstrate effective options for rem
oving 

asbestos containing m
aterial

Com
plete

O
4.2 O

ptions to 
rem

ove asbestos 
in poor condition 
are practical, 
evidence-based 
and targeted 
tow

ards sources 
of asbestos-
related disease

ACT
Loose Fill Asbestos Insulation Eradication Schem

e - proactive com
m

unity 
engagem

ent: ACT Taskforce conducted com
m

unity engagem
ent to increase 

know
ledge and aw

areness about asbestos risks and provide com
m

unity support
O

ngoing

ACT
Loose Fill A

sbestos Insulation Eradication Schem
e - rem

oval: rem
oval of 

loose fill asbestos insulation from
 over 900 residential properties and safe 

dem
olition - buy back schem

e
In progress

Com
m

onw
ealth

Planned w
orks for asbestos rem

oval across the Finance portfolio - sm
all 

to m
edium

 projects based on risk: D
epartm

ent of Finance delivered 
planned w

orks for asbestos rem
oval across the portfolio from

 sm
all to 

m
edium

 projects based on risk

O
ngoing

Com
m

onw
ealth

Planned w
orks for asbestos rem

oval in the Finance portfolio - Cox 
Peninsula rem

ediation project
In progress

Com
m

onw
ealth

D
efence Estate W

orks Program
: significant asbestos rem

oval and 
m

anagem
ent projects undertaken w

ithin D
efence through the D

efence 
Estate W

orks Program
 (EW

P)
O

ngoing

N
SW

Loose-fill A
sbestos Im

plem
entation Taskforce: identification of loose fill 

asbestos in N
SW

 residential properties through the Voluntary Purchase 
D

em
olition Program

In progress

N
T

A
sbestos Rem

oval from
 Crow

n Land: additional budget allocated in 2017-
18 to Crow

n Land Estate to rem
ove asbestos from

 Crow
n Land

In progress

Q
LD

Rem
oval of asbestos in governm

ent assets: as part of asset m
anagem

ent 
and service delivery responsibilities, asset-ow

ning departm
ents m

anage 
asbestos based on an assessed level of risk and use a variety of options to 
m

anage risk, of w
hich rem

oval is one

O
ngoing

SA
M

anagem
ent of the asbestos w

aste legacy in the Anangu Pitjantjatjara 
Yankunytjatjara (APY) lands: m

anagem
ent and rem

oval of asbestos w
aste 

from
 rem

ote Aboriginal com
m

unity landfill sites
Com

plete

SA
Rem

oval of asbestos in governm
ent buildings: rem

oval of asbestos in 
governm

ent buildings based on risk grading of asbestos
O

ngoing

W
A 

A
sbestos w

ater pipe rem
ediation: W

ater Corporation (W
A) rem

oval of 
asbestos-containing bitum

en coating on non-asbestos cem
ent w

ater pipes
In progress

VIC 
Rem

oval of asbestos from
 schools program

m
e: prioritised rem

oval of 
asbestos in schools

O
ngoing
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Figure 6: Trend analysis by quarter over 2016-17 for activities reported under the rem
oval strategy of the plan
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D
eliverable

Assessm
ent

D
4.3 Conduct a review

 into asbestos rem
oval infrastructure (transport, storage and disposal 

facilities) across Australia focusing on capacity and future risks
In progress

Jurisdiction
Activity

Activity status
O

utcom
e

ASEA

Annual review
 of w

aste disposal facilities accepting w
aste 

in Australia: 2017 review
 of hours of operation, notification 

period, acceptance of residential asbestos, acceptance of 
com

m
ercial asbestos, quantity lim

its and disposal costs and 
update the N

ational D
isposal Facilities database published 

on the ASEA w
ebsite w

ith the revised inform
ation

Com
plete

O
4.3 Asbestos 

rem
oval 

infrastructure 
can m

eet the 
future needs 
and dem

ands 
of ageing ACM

s 
w

ithout creating 
increased risk

Com
m

onw
ealth

H
azardous w

aste data and reporting: D
epartm

ent of 
Environm

ent has undertaken a series of studies as input 
tow

ards the reform
 of Australian hazardous w

aste policies, 
regulations, m

arkets and m
anagem

ent, w
hich are relevant to 

asbestos

In progress

D
eliverable

Assessm
ent

D
4.4 Investigate the barriers to the safe rem

oval of ACM
s from

 governm
ent, com

m
ercial  

and residential properties, and develop policy options to support rem
oval of asbestos in 

poor condition

Significant  
progress underw

ay

Jurisdiction
Activity

Activity status
O

utcom
e

ASEA

Behavioural research to identify the choices, barriers 
and m

otivations for industry and hom
eow

ners to safely 
m

anage asbestos risks: m
ay influence positive choices that 

support the safe m
anagem

ent and disposal of asbestos

Com
plete

O
4.4 The barriers 

to the safe 
rem

oval of ACM
s 

are review
ed 

and options 
to address the 
challenges faced 
by governm

ent, 
com

m
ercial and 

residential sectors 
are evaluated

ASEA

Asbestos risk m
anagem

ent practices in rem
ote 

Indigenous com
m

unities: consultation and evidence 
coordination of asbestos risk m

anagem
ent practices in 

rem
ote Indigenous com

m
unities

Com
plete

ASEA
Local governm

ent consultation and research: on 
prom

oting effective com
m

unity asbestos m
anagem

ent, 
rem

oval and disposal
Com

plete

ASEA

Asbestos in w
ater pipes identification, rem

oval and 
m

anagem
ent: research m

anagem
ent, rem

ediation 
and replacem

ent options for asbestos in w
ater pipes 

infrastructure

Com
plete

ASEA
Age of rem

aining ACM
s and w

hat is its useful product 
life: literature review

 to inform
 policies, and business and 

hom
eow

ner rem
oval decisions

Com
plete

ACT
Buy back of houses of entirely bonded asbestos sheeting: 
buy back schem

e for properties of bonded asbestos
Com

plete

Q
LD

Pilot schem
e on disposal options for hom

eow
ners 

needing to dispose of sm
all quantities of asbestos w

aste: 
im

proved access to asbestos w
aste disposal facilities and 

reducing illegal dum
ping

In progress

W
A

W
A H

ealth Roofs strategy: project com
m

enced to 
investigate the obstacles to the rem

oval and replacem
ent of 

asbestos roofs and identify incentives and educational and 
regulatory tools to overcom

e these

In progress

NSP 4 – SUPPLEM
ENTARY ACTIVITIES

O
utcom

e

O
4.1 Priority actions identified support rem

oval of ACM
s in poor condition

Jurisdiction
Activity

Activity status

SA

Construction initiatives: deliver proactive initiatives on m
ajor construction 

projects to reduce ACM
 risks, and presented inform

ation to construction 
com

panies on com
pliance w

ith dem
olition/refurbishm

ent asbestos surveys 
during N

ational Safe W
ork M

onth 2016

Com
plete

O
utcom

e

O
4.4 The barriers to the safe rem

oval of ACM
s are review

ed and options to address the challenges faced by 
governm

ent, com
m

ercial and residential sectors are evaluated

Jurisdiction
Activity

Activity status

W
A

Im
proved identification of ACM

 pre-dem
olition: asbestos surveys required 

pre-dem
olition

O
ngoing

D
eliverable

Assessm
ent

D
4.5 Review

 the potential risks and benefits of a prioritised rem
oval program

m
e to safely 

rem
ove ACM

s in governm
ent occupied and controlled buildings and com

m
ercial prem

ises, 
including the requirem

ent for exceptions, to reduce asbestos-related disease
In progress

Jurisdiction
Activity

Activity status
O

utcom
e

ASEA

Consultation to inform
 research on the future of w

ork 
and im

plications for asbestos related industries: research 
agenda includes a review

 of the risks and benefits of a 
prioritised rem

oval program

In progress
O

4.4 The barriers 
to the safe 
rem

oval of ACM
s 

are review
ed 

and options 
to address the 
challenges faced 
by governm

ent, 
com

m
ercial and 

residential sectors 
are evaluated

Com
m

onw
ealth

D
epartm

ent of Environm
ent: project on w

aste levy 
harm

onisation including the developm
ent of a case study 

on asbestos to exam
ine pooled funding from

 a potential 
asbestos w

aste level to fund rem
oval, m

anagem
ent and safe 

disposal of ACM
s to be com

pleted in 2017-18

In progress

ASEA
Research into the costs of asbestos m

anagem
ent and 

rem
oval, and building a series of case studies that highlight 

the business case in decision m
aking for asbestos

In progress

ASEA
Com

m
issioning research to better understand the 

econom
ic im

pact of asbestos-related diseases in Australia
Com

plete
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Progress m
ade in 2016-17

Total activities 
2015-16: 

13 
2016-17: 

12 
D

ecrease of 1, stable

Activities com
pleted 

2015-16: 
5 

2016-17: 
5 

Stable

Achievem
ent of both deliverables in the research strategy of 

the plan has been assessed as ‘significant progress underw
ay’. 

Tw
elve activities w

ere reported and five activities com
pleted 

in 2016-17. The num
ber of activities undertaken and 

com
pleted has rem

ained consistent from
 2015-16 to 2016-17. A 

num
ber of research projects have been undertaken by N

SW
, 

ACT, W
A and the Com

m
onw

ealth during 2016-17 highlighting 
the consistent effort by governm

ents to com
m

ission research 
to reduce the risk of asbestos related diseases in Australia.

The ACT com
pleted a significant research report in 2016-17 on 

the long-term
 effects of living in a M

r Fluffy house w
hich is 

described in detail in the case study on page 68 of this report.

D
eliverable 5.1 to identify key national and international 

research and reports to enable better sharing of inform
ation 

to inform
 policy and best practice, has been assessed as 

com
plete due to delivery of a num

ber of significant activities 
including developm

ent of a N
ational Asbestos Profile for 

Australia by the agency w
hich w

ill be released in 2017-18.

RESEARCH STRATEGY

 
Status: Significant progress underway

Outlook for 2017-18
O

ngoing activities 
2015-16: 

8 
2016-17: 

3 
D

ecrease of: 
62%

Fifty-eight per cent of all current research activities 
w

ill continue in to 2017-18 as they are either 
ongoing or in progress. Agency m

anagem
ent of 

the N
ational Asbestos Exposure Register (N

AER) 
is an ongoing focus w

ith an analysis report 
scheduled for publication in 2017-18. D

eliverable 
and outcom

e 5.2 - to com
m

ission and prom
ote 

research that reduces the risks of exposure to 
asbestos - w

ill require continued effort as an 
ongoing goal. 

NSP 5 – RESEARCH
GOAL: Com

m
ission, m

onitor and prom
ote research into the prevention of asbestos 

exposure and asbestos-related disease

D
eliverable

Assessm
ent

D
5.1 Identify key national and international research and reports to enable better sharing of 

inform
ation to inform

 policy and best practice
Com

plete

Jurisdiction
Activity

Activity status
O

utcom
e

ASEA
N

ational A
sbestos Profile: provide a point in tim

e 
m

easure of the am
ount and im

pact of asbestos in Australia
Com

plete

O
5.1 Coordination 

of key research 
supports evidence 
inform

ed policy 
and practice

N
SW

Research - hazard issues: im
prove know

ledge of 
em

erging asbestos hazard issues, exposure levels and 
recom

m
end practical controls

Com
plete

N
SW

Research - future risks: analyse recent experiences 
to inform

 and m
anage future risks such as asbestos 

em
ergency m

anagem
ent and exposure m

onitoring; 
research from

 the Blue M
ountains fire in N

SW
 has been 

peer review
ed and is due for publication in 2017

In progress

D
eliverable

Assessm
ent

D
5.2 Com

m
ission and prom

ote research that reduces the risks of exposure to asbestos and 
m

inim
ises the im

pact of asbestos-related disease
Significant  
progress underw

ay

Jurisdiction
Activity

Activity status
O

utcom
e

ASEA

Research on exposure risk: dissem
inated research on 

sources of exposure risk in the Australian com
m

unity 
(rem

ote com
m

unities, illegal dum
ping, grey literature, and 

fibre release)

In progress

O
5.2 

Com
m

issioned 
research identifies 
practical and 
innovative 
approaches 
to prevent of 
m

inim
ise risks 

from
 exposure to 

asbestos fibres, 
and support 
for people w

ith 
asbestos-related 
diseases

ASEA

Evaluation of the effective approaches to raise asbestos 
aw

areness in trade training students: to im
prove skills 

and know
ledge of at risk occupational cohorts through 

new
 w

orkers

Com
plete

ASEA
Review

ing sustainable approaches to com
m

unity 
support for victim

s of asbestos-related disease: research 
about how

 to provide effective support services
Com

plete

ACT
Research - long term

 effects of loose-fill asbestos: 
research on im

pact living w
ithin a M

r Fluffy property
Com

plete

Com
m

onw
ealth

Australia M
esotheliom

a Registry (AM
R): m

anagem
ent of 

the contract for the Australian M
esotheliom

a Registry
O

ngoing

N
SW

Research - provide epidem
iological/research studies: 

com
m

issioned research studies and report on trends and 
risk profiles

Com
plete

W
A

D
epartm

ent of H
ealth: research com

m
issioned on high 

risk groups for m
esotheliom

a
In progress
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Figure 7: Trend analysis by quarter over 2016-17 for activities reported under the research strategy of the plan
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NSP 5 – SUPPLEM
ENTARY ACTIVITIES

O
utcom

e

O
5.1 Coordination of key research supports evidence inform

ed policy and practice

Jurisdiction
Activity

Activity status

All jurisdictions
Australian M

esotheliom
a Register review

: w
orking group led by Safew

ork 
Australia focusing on the collection and evaluation of the usefulness of 
asbestos exposure inform

ation
In progress

ASEA
N

ational A
sbestos Exposure Register: m

anage and prom
ote the N

ational 
Asbestos Exposure Register (N

AER) and publish first report on the N
AER 

report analysis
O

ngoing

O
utcom

e

O
5.2 Com

m
issioned research identifies practical and innovative approaches to prevent or m

inim
ise risks from

 
exposure to asbestos fibres, and support for people w

ith asbestos-related diseases

Jurisdiction
Activity

Activity status

Com
m

onw
ealth

D
efence A

sbestos Evaluation Exposure Schem
e (D

AEES): assisting people 
w

ho have been exposed to asbestos
O

ngoing
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NSP 6 – INTERNATIONAL LEADERSHIP
GOAL: Australia continues to play a leadership role in a global cam

paign for  
a worldwide ban on asbestos m

ining and m
anufacturing

D
eliverable

Assessm
ent

D
6.1 Pursue opportunities for im

provem
ents in international arrangem

ents for asbestos 
aw

areness, m
anagem

ent and a global ban on asbestos m
ining and m

anufacturing
Significant  
progress underw

ay

Jurisdiction
Activity

Activity status
O

utcom
e

Com
m

onw
ealth

Support of the listing of chrysotile in the Rotterdam
 

Convention: D
epartm

ent of Environm
ent and Energy 

- coordinates w
hole of governm

ent response to 
supporting the listing of chrysotile on the Rotterdam

 
Convention supported by ASEA

O
ngoing

O
6.1 International 

issues relating to 
asbestos and asbestos-
related disease are 
effectively coordinated

ASEA

Supporting international asbestos bans: Provision 
of support, inform

ation, research and advice to South 
East Asian and Pacific nations to w

ork tow
ards local 

asbestos bans and im
provem

ent m
anagem

ent of 
asbestos risks.

O
ngoing

O
6.2 Australia 

recognised as an 
international voice in 
the global cam

paign 
against asbestos 
hazards

D
eliverable

Assessm
ent

D
6.2 Proactively share know

ledge, tools and inform
ation on best practice w

ith other 
countries and relevant international organisations

Significant  
progress underw

ay

Jurisdiction
Activity

Activity 
status

O
utcom

e

TAS

International participation: attendance at 2017 
International Sym

posium
 on M

alignant M
esotheliom

a 
and Annual International Asbestos Aw

areness and 
Prevention Conference

Com
plete

O
6.1  International 

issues relating to 
asbestos and asbestos-
related disease are 
effectively coordinated

ASEA

Internationally share know
ledge and inform

ation: 
proactively share know

ledge, tools and inform
ation 

on best practice w
ith other countries and relevant 

international organisations

O
ngoing

O
6.3 Best practice 

for aw
areness, 

m
anagem

ent and 
eradication of 
asbestos is shared 
internationally

ASEA

International Conference: planning and delivering 
2016 Conference - planning for 2017 conference  
Note: SA G

overnm
ent sponsored the 3rd International 

Conference in N
ovem

ber 2016

Com
plete

Com
m

onw
ealth

Australian Aid Program
: D

epartm
ent of Foreign 

Affairs and Trade - support for asbestos m
anagem

ent 
in developing countries. ‘M

anaging Asbestos 
Risk in the Aid Program

’ policy includes ban on 
use of asbestos and/or ACM

s in new
 aid and 

activities and G
uidelines provide practical advice 

in the aid m
anagem

ent cycle in support of policy 
im

plem
entation

O
ngoing

Progress m
ade in 2016-17

Total activities 
2015-16: 

5 
2016-17: 

6 
Increase of 1, stable

Activities com
pleted 

2015-16: 
1 

2016-17: 
2 

Increase of 1, stable

Achievem
ent of the tw

o deliverables of the 
international leadership strategy of the plan has been 
assessed as ‘significant progress underw

ay’. Six activities 
w

ere reported and tw
o activities w

ere com
pleted in 

2016-17. The num
ber of total activities undertaken 

and com
pleted has rem

ained consistent from
 2015-

16 to 2016-17. Both deliverables of the international 
leadership strategy are perpetual and require continued 
effort each year. Significant effort has been m

ade 
by the Australian G

overnm
ent in 2016-17 to pursue 

im
provem

ent in international arrangem
ents for 

asbestos aw
areness, m

anagem
ent, and a global ban on 

asbestos m
ining and m

anufacturing. 

INTERNATIONAL LEADERSHIP STRATEGY

 
Status: Significant progress underway

Outlook for 2017-18
O

ngoing activities 
2015-16: 

4 
2016-17: 

4 
Stable 

Sixty-seven per cent of all current international 
leadership activities w

ill continue in to 2017-18 as they 
are either ongoing or in progress.

In 2017-18 the agency w
ill take part in w

orkshops and 
m

eet relevant governm
ent officials w

hen visiting 
Cam

bodia, Laos and Vietnam
 as part of an international 

delegation of asbestos experts. The agency w
ill have 

further engagem
ent in 2017-18 w

ith the D
epartm

ent 
of Foreign Affairs and Trade on the w

ork they are 
undertaking on asbestos aw

areness in South East Asia, 
and w

ith the D
epartm

ent of Environm
ent and Energy 

on preparations for the 2019 Rotterdam
 Convention 

consideration of listing chrysotile asbestos in Annex III to 
the Convention.

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

2016–17 Q
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2016–17 Q
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2016–17 Q
2

2016–17 Q
1

2015–16
Progress Report

541
1

1
1

74
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Total Activities

O
ngoing

Com
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Figure 8: Trend analysis by quarter over 2016-17 for activities reported under the international leadership strategy of the plan
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SECTION 2 – SUPPORTING EVIDENCE AND DATA 

This section highlights the available 
data in Australia regarding asbestos 
awareness, rem

oval and disposal. 
There is no single source of data that 
can accurately m

easure progress 
towards elim

ination of asbestos 
related disease in Australia. The 
Asbestos Safety and Eradication 
Agency (ASEA) reviews available 
data and looks for changes. The 
m

ost effective data sets available 
concern the level of awareness 
of the risks posed by asbestos 
and evidence that the rem

aining 
asbestos in our built environm

ent is 
being safely rem

oved and disposed. 
Over tim

e, the data will show
 the 

m
anagem

ent of asbestos out of 
our built environm

ent and identify 
em

erging trends. 

The data currently suggests that 
the am

ount of asbestos-related 
work (rem

oval and disposal) being 
done is increasing; however data 
concerning awareness - w

hich is 
m

easured biannually - will take 
longer to dem

onstrate changes. 
The increasing trend in num

ber 
of registrations on the National 
Asbestos Exposure Register (NAER) 
m

ay indicate that Australians are 
becom

ing m
ore aware of the risks 

associated with asbestos exposure.

Awareness research
In 2014, the agency conducted a nationw

ide baseline survey 
– Survey 1 - to assess com

m
unity aw

areness, understanding 
and attitudes regarding asbestos in the dom

estic built 
environm

ent. In 2016, the agency com
m

issioned an updated 
assessm

ent of the com
m

unity’s aw
areness levels of asbestos 

- Survey 2. The next survey w
ill be undertaken in 2018 using 

the sam
e contact m

ethodology and sim
ilar sam

ple structure 
and survey questions to ensure com

parability.

The 2014 baseline survey results are available here:  
https://w

w
w

.asbestossafety.gov.au/benchm
ark-survey-

asbestos-aw
areness

The 2016 benchm
ark survey results are available here:  

https://w
w

w
.asbestossafety.gov.au/annual-

report-2015-16/report-perform
ance/2016-national-

benchm
ark-survey-aw

areness-and-attitudes

The four groups engaged in Survey 1 and Survey 2 w
ere: 

 
the general population

 
D

IY hom
e renovators

 
real estate agents/landlords

 
and trades people. 

The results of the surveys note that there w
ere som

e 
changes in the aw

areness levels in the targeted 
dem

ographics, but it is too soon to identify if there is a 
change in the aw

areness levels of the general population. 

Key survey findings w
ere there is w

idespread recognition 
of the im

portance of being know
ledgeable about asbestos 

and its dangers. H
ow

ever, actual know
ledge and the 

perception of being inform
ed has m

oderated from
 2014 

to 2016. Around three quarters of Australians (76 per 
cent in both Survey 1 and 2) felt it w

as im
portant to be 

know
ledgeable about asbestos and its dangers. Chart 

1 identifies the perceived im
portance of understanding 

asbestos and its related dangers w
ithin the Australian 

com
m

unity. Results are show
n for all four groups on a five-

point im
portance scale w

ith a ‘don’t know
’ option included.

The perception of being inform
ed about asbestos has softened slightly since Survey 1, see Chart 2. Fifty-tw

o per cent in 
Survey 1 said they felt inform

ed versus forty-seven per cent responding they felt inform
ed in Survey 2. 

Chart 1 : Im
portance of being know

ledgeable about asbestos and its dangers (%
)

Chart 2: Perception of being inform
ed about asbestos and its dangers (%

)

Base: All respondents see chart for segm
ent base

Q
2. O

n a scale of 1 to 5, w
here 1 is not at all im

portant and 5 is very im
portant, how

 im
portant is it for you to know

 about asbestos and its related dangers?

Base: All respondents see chart for segm
ent base

Q
1. O

n a scale of 1-5, w
here 1 is not inform

ed at all and 5 is very inform
ed, how

 inform
ed do you feel about asbestos and its related dangers?

Include don’t know
 option. Q

3. O
n a scale of 1 to 5, w

here 1 is no know
ledge at all and 5 is very know

ledgeable, how
 w

ould you rate your ow
n

know
ledge of the dangers associated w

ith exposure to asbestos? Include don’t know
 option

Sim
ilarly, fifty-three per cent said they felt know

ledgeable about asbestos and its dangers in Survey 1 com
pared to 49 

per cent in Survey 2, see Chart 3.
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O
f those surveyed, the D

IY hom
e renovation group 

experienced the greatest decline in perceptions of 
being inform

ed and feeling know
ledgeable about 

asbestos and its dangers w
ith 62 per cent stating they 

felt inform
ed in Survey 1 com

pared to 49 per cent 
in Survey 2 (Chart 2). Also of concern is the attitude 
of Australians under 50 years of age, as the results 
indicate that this group has substantially low

er levels 
of know

ledge and feel less inform
ed about asbestos 

com
pared to their older counterparts. Tradespeople 

have the strongest aw
areness of the dangers of 

asbestos across all key audiences surveyed. The 
im

portance of know
ledge and understanding of 

asbestos appears to be slipping am
ong real estate 

agents and private landlords. 

The next aw
areness survey in 2018 w

ill further assist 
identifying em

erging trends and key areas w
here 

targeted cam
paigns should be directed.

Operational trends and insights
As part of the coordination activities for the N

ational 
Strategic Plan, all jurisdictions w

ere asked to identify 
operational insights and trends observed during 
the year. All jurisdictions observed that there w

ere 
increased queries received about asbestos issues, and 
com

m
on them

es identified w
ere:

 
 identifying asbestos in the hom

e, including am
ong 

D
IY hom

e renovators 

 
 requests for inform

ation on safe rem
oval practices 

 
 licencing enquiries

 
 reporting suspected im

proper asbestos rem
oval, 

handling and disposal

 
 the illegal im

portation of ACM
s (including building 

products and m
otor vehicle com

ponents)

 
 requests for inform

ation on health surveillance 
requirem

ents follow
ing suspected asbestos 

exposure

National Asbestos Exposure 
Register
The N

ational Asbestos Exposure Register (N
AER) 

captures details of potential exposure to asbestos. 
The inform

ation cannot be taken to be confirm
ed 

exposures, but it provides a valuable m
echanism

 to 
m

onitor aw
areness of exposure, com

m
unity concerns 

and perceptions of risk. 

Trends
The num

ber of people registering their details on the 
N

AER continues to increase each year of operation, 
w

ith the total num
ber of registrations reaching 5776 

from
 June 2013 to 30 June 2017. This m

ay support an 
increasing aw

areness of potential asbestos exposure in 
the Australian com

m
unity. 

Figure 9: Total registrations by financial year

Figure 10: Registrations by location of registrant 2016-17

Influences 
There have been fluctuations from

 one m
onth to 

another in the num
ber of registrations on the N

AER. 
Influencing factors observed include:

 
 governm

ent funded loose-fill asbestos inspection 
program

s

 
reports of illegal dum

ping

 
reports of im

port of illegal building products

 
reports of incidents in schools or hospitals

For m
ore inform

ation and analysis about the N
AER go to 

w
w

w
.asbestossafety.gov.au 

The occupational to non-occupational ratio has 
w

idened at 70 per cent to 30 per cent respectively; 
com

pared w
ith approxim

ately 64 per cent to 36 per 
cent in the previous financial year. This reflects a high 
incidence of reporting driven by em

ployer referrals, 
w

hich represent 31 per cent of all registrations 
com

pared to 27 per cent in the previous financial year. 
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Chart 3: Perceived level of know
ledge associated w

ith asbestos and its dangers (%
)

Base: All respondents see chart for segm
ent base
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