VIDEO TRANSCRIPT

Page 3 of 3

Data61: Megatrends shaping the future of asbestos safety in Australia
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[Text on screen: Realising the benefits of megatrends and technological change for Australia’s asbestos legacy — Asbestos 2028]

Dr George Quezada – Research Scientist | CSIRO DATA 61: My name is George Casada, I'm a research scientist at CSI Rd data 61,

The asbestos safety or education agency commissioned us to look at trends and drivers that could impact on the way people handle exposure risk.

[Text on screen: SCOPE OF THE PROJECT? — Asbestos 2028]

The scope of the project involved looking at a variety of changes such as technological change that could impact on the future of asbestos related work over the next 10 to 20 years.

Asbestos related work refers to any work carried out directly with asbestos containing materials in Australia.

[Text on screen: MEGATRENDS — Asbestos 2028]

In non-work and work-related context, the research identified megatrends and megatrends are powerful forces for change.

By identifying megatrends and a set of plausible future scenarios, this research outlines the potential risks and opportunities to asbestos management, transport and removal industries over the coming decades.

[Text on screen: 7 MEGATRENDS — Asbestos 2028]

The seven megatrends impacting the future of asbestos related work are globalisation and fragmented supply chains, climate change and natural disasters, asbestos waste in the circular economy.

Technology enabling work and automation, DIY renovators and the changing workforce, radical transparency and heightened awareness and urbanisation and infill development.

[Text on screen: 7 MEGATRENDS — FUTURE SCENARIOS — Asbestos 2028]

These mega trends informed future scenarios. Scenario one What Asbestos? Ad hoc management of exposure risks with new risks from non-conforming products being overlooked or ignored.

Scenario 2. Bursting at the seams. Digital technologies make the problem more visible and create a pro removal and disposal market.

Scenario 3. Unsure about the techno fix? Solutions have been developed but Australians are not using them. 

Scenario 4. Informed and tech enabled proactive safety attitudes pervade society, with most Australians learning about asbestos and how to use tech aids to manage the risk.

These megatrends and scenarios outlined in the research are useful only if they support policy and strategy development.

Three important conclusions have been identified to support this process.

1. More investment in data infrastructure could enable effective assessment and management of asbestos exposure risks.

2. Investment and training in emerging hazmat technology could substantially improve risk awareness and support the management and handling of asbestos containing materials.

3. Co-ordinated monitoring of changes to the asbestos removal market, workforce and new technologies could minimise disruptions to the supply and demand for asbestos related work.

The value of this research is in guiding strategic conversations with the many stakeholders involved in asbestos safety on a day-to-day basis and helping them to identify the future focused policies that will prevent asbestos related diseases now into the future.

[Text on screen: FOR THE FULL REPORT PLEASE VISIT: WWW.ASBESTOSSAFETY.GOV.AU]
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