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Managing Australia’s asbestos legacy - Priority risks

[Text on screen: Priority areas where asbestos-containing materials may present a risk in the Australian community. – Priority Risk]

Australia has a legacy of asbestos containing materials that is ageing and approaching the end of its useful product life.

It's time to identify and assess areas where asbestos is likely to be in poor condition or at risk of fibre release to prevent future asbestos related diseases.

Homes and buildings built prior to 1990 are likely to have asbestos materials. 

Asbestos cement sheeting in homes is at risk of constant weathering, causing materials to erode and fibres to become airborne. 

With DIY home renovation becoming more popular, the risk of exposure to asbestos fibres is increasing. 

Asbestos is also found in government and commercial buildings.

Planning for removal as part of a management strategy can avoid future costs and uncontrolled exposure.

Research shows that asbestos in poor condition may be found in schools, hospitals and prisons due to the age of the buildings.

Illegal burial of asbestos, demolition, fire or storm damage and former waste sites can contaminate land with asbestos.

While importing products containing asbestos into Australia has been prohibited since 2003, vehicle parts, building materials and consumer products have been known to still contain asbestos.

These identified areas should be front of mind when planning for removal and remediation in order to prevent uncontrolled exposure from damage and ageing, emergency costs and future diagnosis of asbestos related diseases. 

For more information, visit www.asbestossafety.gov.au.
[Text on screen: TO VIEW THE FULL PRIORITY RISK AREAS FACT SHEET VISIT: WWW.ASBESTOSAFETY.GOV.AU]
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