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Local Government’s role in residential asbestos safety: Barriers and solutions

[Music]

[Image: ASSEA logo]

[Text on screen: Improving residential asbestos safety: Opportunities for Australian local governments — Barriers and initiatives for councils]

Daniel Adler – Asbestos Policy Project Manager | Local Government NSW: My name is Daniel Adler, I work at Local Government NSW and my role is the Asbestos Policy Project Manager.

The barriers to improving residential safety in regard to asbestos fall into a number of categories.

[Text on screen: unsafe renovation and demolition practices]

The main ones at the moment are to do with unsafe renovation and demolition practises, illegal dumping, unsafe presentation of asbestos waste accounts, waste facilities, undocumented asbestos disposal on residential properties and also burnt out and derelict buildings that may contain asbestos.

These are barriers to councils because they don't find out about them until the problem has already arisen and residents may have already been exposed to asbestos.

Although there are many barriers to improving safety in communities in regard to asbestos, there's also a lot of great initiatives underway.

Things such as the Model Asbestos Policy for councils, which helps define clear roles and responsibilities.

There's also the Asbestos Awareness Campaign which helps councils provide clear, concise and unified information to the community.

As can be seen through Asbestos Awareness Month, asbestos awareness is widely recognised as the foundation of eliminating pathways to exposure to asbestos.

Asbestos information on council websites is essential for residents to be able to find out what's safe and what's not safe to do with asbestos.

Councils will continue to play a very important role in asbestos safety initiatives and education going into the future.

Firstly, by managing community assets and making sure that any asbestos in there is managed safely.

Secondly, by performing their regulatory role to ensure that renovations and demolitions, waste transport and waste disposal are done safely in their communities.

[Text on screen: WWW.ASBESTOSSAFETY.GOV]
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