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Disclosure of asbestos in residential property: Information for renters and landlords

You may think that asbestos is the thing of the past but it still lives in a third of Australian homes.

But don't let that put you off renting a place that has asbestos in it.

It's only dangerous if it's damaged, disturbed or deteriorating.

If a home was built before 1990, you can stay safe if you know where asbestos is inside and outside,

If you don't disturb or damage it, and if asbestos professionals are used to locate manage or remove it.

Landlords and tenants must take care not to harm anyone.

This means keeping the home in good repair including asbestos.

If you're a landlord of a property containing asbestos,  you may be legally required to inform your tenants.

[Text on screen: Asbestos laws differ between states & territories]

The laws differ between states so chat to your property manager.

You can't tell if something contains asbestos just by looking at it.

[Text on screen: Landlords should get asbestos assessed]

So you might need an asbestos assessor to survey the property.

[Text on screen: to prevent asbestos exposure]

They can advise on the condition of any asbestos and how to prevent exposure.

The cost of asbestos testing and removal can also be claimed as a tax deductible expense.

Informing your tenants about any asbestos can help prevent accidental exposure to cancer-causing fibres, and help you to meet your legal obligations.

And tenants can rest assured that asbestos risks are being safely managed.

Disclosure can be as simple as placing a label on the property where it will be seen by anyone entering.

As a tenant don't mess with asbestos in any way.

[Text on screen: Report damaged or disturbed asbestos]

If it's damaged or disturbed, report it urgently to your property manager so it can be dealt with.

Never sand, drill, cut or use high pressure water spray on asbestos materials, as these activities release dangerous asbestos fibres.

For more information about how to stay safe around asbestos, visit
www.asbestossafety.gov.au
[Text on screen: ASBESTOSAFETY: www.asbestossafety.gov.au]
