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Disclosure of asbestos in residential property: Information for buyers and sellers

You may think asbestos is a thing of the past, but it's still causing cancer and lives in a third of Australian homes.

If you're selling or buying a home built before 1990, be aware that it may contain asbestos.

The presence of asbestos in a property doesn't need to be a deal breaker.
 It's only dangerous if it's disturbed, damaged or deteriorating.

 You can stay safe, if you know where it might be and what to do.

[Text on screen: Ask the seller if it contains asbestos]

If you're buying an older home, ask the seller or agent, if it contains asbestos.

[Text on screen: Building inspections do not usually cover asbestos]

It's important to know that pre-purchase building inspections do not usually over asbestos.

And you can't tell if a material contains asbestos just by looking.

Here are some of the common places you could find asbestos.

Let's start outside what is the house made of. 

Asbestos fibro houses are still very common, asbestos could also hide in your eaves, roof, gutters, downpipes, or electrical box.

In the garden, does the property have an old fence or a shed? 

It could be in those as well as outbuildings or dumped waste piles.

Moving inside asbestos can exist in walls, ceilings, or in carpet underlay. 

It can also be found in the bathroom, laundry or kitchen, including behind splashbacks, and under lino or tiles. 

If you're selling a home that contains asbestos, you may be legally obliged to tell potential buyers.

Requirements differ in each state so you should seek advice from your real estate agent or property conveyancer.
 
Once you have bought a home, it's important to confirm the location of all asbestos.

Before doing any repairs or renovations, it's crucial to contact an asbestos professional for advice.

For more information about how to stay safe around asbestos, visit
www.asbestosafety.gov.au

[Text on screen: ASBESTOSAFETY: www.asbestosaety.gov.au]
