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Case study: Cumberland Council free asbestos removal program

[Music]
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[Text on screen: Improving residential asbestos safety: Opportunities for Australian local governments — Case Study | Cumberland Council NSW]

Daniel Anderson — Manager Environment and Resource Recovery | Cumberland Council NSW: My name is Daniel Anderson. I'm the Manager of Environment and Resource Recovery for Cumberland Council.

Cumberland Council run a range of asbestos awareness activities with their residents. For example, we run asbestos awareness nights, we run asbestos inspections at people's houses as well as asbestos collections at people's homes.

In 2013, we commenced the free asbestos collection trial with our residents.

Since then, we've collected from over 655 residents where we encourage them to call up if they've got legacy asbestos lying around their houses.

They undergo a survey to ensure that they comply with our conditions and then we put them on a schedule for that next collection. 

Once our residents are booked in for the service, we contact our licenced contractor who then goes out to ensure that the material is removed safely in accordance with relevant codes of practise and standards.

Due to the popularity of the service and council being in the fibro belt, it was decided to make the service permanent a year after the commencement of the service trial. The service has been very well received by our community.

Due to the rising costs in asbestos removal, this is a free alternative for residents to take up to ensure that their asbestos is removed safely.

The ultimate objective of this service is to reduce the exposure of asbestos to our residents.

This will hopefully lead to a reduction in asbestos related diseases into the future.

For more information about how to stay safe around asbestos, visit
www.asbestossafety.gov.au
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