
 

Recall - Polaris Quad Bikes and spare parts 

The Australian Competition and Consumer Commission (ACCC) has issued a 

nationwide recall of Polaris youth quad bikes and spare parts after an investigation 

revealed asbestos-laden parts in at least 12 models. 

Purpose 

This safety alert provides information regarding possible asbestos in components of 

some Polaris brand youth quad bikes. 

Background 

On 19 June 2017 Polaris Sales Australia Pty Ltd initiated a voluntary recall of 12 

models of youth quad bikes manufactured between 2000 and 2017 as parts used in 

the vehicle may contain asbestos (front brake shoes/pads, rear brake shoes, heat 

shield washers and various gaskets).  The recall may be viewed on the ACCC 

Product Safety website. 

The models being recalled are: 

• Scrambler 50, Scrambler 90, Predator 90, Outlaw 90, Outlaw 110, 
Sportsman 90, Sportsman 110, Phoenix 200 - front and rear brakes 

• Predator 50, Outlaw 50 - front & rear brakes and heat shield washer 

• Outlaw 50 - Spark arrestor gasket 

• Sawtooth 200 - rear brakes only 

• Ace 150 - gaskets only 
 

 

Figure 3: Outlaw 110 (photo courtesy of the 

Polaris website, accessed 20/6/17) 

http://www.productsafety.gov.au/recall/polaris-sales-australia-pty-ltd-polaris-youth-quad-bikes-and-parts-for-these-models-extended-recall
http://www.productsafety.gov.au/recall/polaris-sales-australia-pty-ltd-polaris-youth-quad-bikes-and-parts-for-these-models-extended-recall


  

While asbestos has been a prohibited product in Australia since December 2003, in 

many countries it is still used in manufactured products. Certification provided to 

importers from overseas manufacturers that goods are asbestos-free have 

sometimes found to be wrong for the purposes of our regulations. 

The use of all forms of asbestos has been banned in Australia since the end of 2003. 

This means that the import, manufacture, supply, sale and use or reuse of asbestos 

and asbestos-containing products is no longer permitted, except under very limited 

circumstances. 

Local standards in some supplier countries may classify goods ‘asbestos free’ where 

they meet a certain low level of asbestos content. In Australia, a product found with 

any level of asbestos is prohibited for import or use. 

Risk control 

Available information indicates that these quad bikes do not pose a measurable 

health risk through normal use. 

Consumers should not perform any maintenance, repairs or modifications on these 

quad bikes that may contact or disturb the bike parts that may contain asbestos. 

Owners will be contacted about this recall by a letter from Polaris to their Polaris-

registered address. 

Owners of vehicles other than the Ace 150 are advised to contact their nearest 

authorised Polaris dealer to make an appointment to have any parts that potentially 

contain asbestos replaced with parts that do not contain asbestos, free of charge. 

Ace 150 vehicles will be repaired free of charge when normal in-service replacement 

of gaskets is required. 

If the asbestos materials are to be removed, it is important that the asbestos 

materials are removed by a person who is competent to do so safely.  Appendix E of 

Safe Work Australia's code of practice on how to manage and control asbestos in the 

workplace  provides an example of a “working with asbestos friction materials” safe 

work method that can be used, including appropriate personal protective equipment, 

decontamination and disposal of the asbestos waste. 

  

https://www.asbestossafety.gov.au/research-publications/work-health-and-safety-how-manage-and-control-asbestos-workplace-code
https://www.asbestossafety.gov.au/research-publications/work-health-and-safety-how-manage-and-control-asbestos-workplace-code


  

Action Required 

The importer must ensure they do not import asbestos into Australia. 

Importers should be aware of the varying definitions and standards applied in the 

country of origin and/or supply. Australian regulations apply at the border. 

Where your vehicle is considered a risk of containing asbestos, the Australian Border 

Force will require assurances that the vehicle, and its component parts, does not 

contain asbestos. If adequate assurance is not provided, you will face delays and be 

responsible for costs incurred when the vehicle is held at the border for the purposes 

of sampling and testing. Importers should be familiar with the information on 

the Department of Home Affairs asbestos webpage.  

http://www.border.gov.au/Busi/cargo-support-trade-and-goods/importing-goods/prohibited-and-restricted/asbestos


  

Where do I get advice? 

If unsure what to do, contact your State/Territory/Commonwealth WHS regulator: 

Jurisdiction Regulator Contact Details Website 

ACT WorkSafe ACT 13 22 81 www.worksafe.act.gov.au 

Commonwealth Comcare 1300 366 979 www.comcare.gov.au 

NSW SafeWork NSW 13 10 50 www.safework.nsw.gov.au 

NSW 
NSW Gov 

Asbestos page 
13 10 50 www.asbestos.nsw.gov.au 

Qld 

Workplace 

Health and 

Safety Qld 

1300 362 128 www.worksafe.qld.gov.au 

Qld 
Qld Gov 

Asbestos page 
13 74 68 www.asbestos.qld.gov.au 

NT NT WorkSafe 1800 019 115 www.worksfe.nt.gov.au 

NT 
NT Gov 

Asbestos page 
1800 019 115 www.asbestos.nt.gov.au 

NZ WorkSafe NZ +64 0800 030 040 www.worksafe.govt.nz 

SA SafeWork SA 1300 365 255 www.safework.sa.gov.au 

SA 
SA Gov 

Asbestos page 
1300 365 255 www.asbestos.sa.gov.au 

TAS WorkSafe TAS 1300 366 322 www.worksafe.tas.gov.au 

Vic WorkSafe VIC 1800 136 089 www.worksafe.vic.gov.au 

Vic 
Vic Gov 

Asbestos page 
1800 136 089 www.asbestos.vic.gov.au 

WA WorkSafe WA 1300 307 877 www.worksafe.wa.gov.au 

ACT WorkSafe ACT 13 22 81 www.worksafe.act.gov.au 

 

This Alert has been developed by the Heads of Workplace Safety Authorities 

(HWSA) Imported Materials with Asbestos Working Group, whose membership 

comprises representatives from: Australian Border Force, Asbestos Safety and 

Eradication Agency, Attorney General’s Department, Australian Competition & 

Consumer Commission, New Zealand Customs Service, Comcare, Safe Work 

Australia, SafeWork NSW, SafeWork SA, NT WorkSafe, Workplace Health and 

Safety Queensland, WorkSafe ACT, WorkSafe Tasmania, WorkSafe Victoria and 

WorkSafe WA, WorkSafe NZ.  
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